AN IMPROVEMENT | 
Sip, : Real Freedom; 


ARR 7 Rrory 9 


» Of 2 D:ſprace, = < Honeſt Reputation 3 
Poverty,  C Perdurable Reches 3 


Evidenced in a few 


('rums CC Scraps 


Lately found in a 


PRISONERS-BASKET 


And 


| : Saved together, by a /iſitant of Oppreſſed Pri- 
> oners, tor the refreſhing of himſelf and 


thoſe who are either in a worſe Priſon, or 
(who loathing the dainties of the Fleſh) 
hunger and thirſt afrer Righteouſneſs, 


— — — ——I———_ _——— ———— 


HE, who, five thouſand hungry Souls had fed 
With two ſmall Fiſhes,and five Loaves of Bread, 
Would have the Fragments ſav'd : for,that is {weet 
To ſome, which others trample under feer ; 

This Priſoners late Experiments may be, 

Okuſe to them, who know much more than he ; 
FoF, men to credit thoſe, are ſooneſt mov'd ; _ 
Whoſe Words to be ſincere, by Deeds, are prov'd, 
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OF THESE 
Fragments , 


TO THE 


Humble, the Poor in; Spirit, and toall 
thoſe Afflifted-Ones, who diſdain 
not thele CR U MMS. 


Xperience, though to Fools it Miſtris be 
Oft, makes men Wiſe ; For, ſome effetts on me 
To that end it bath had: though with mocks 
Moſt entertam my Triple-Par adox, 

It will, by what enſues (1 bope ) appear 

That, Truths, by me, therein averred were ; 

And, that, whatever ſhall ſucceed thereon, 

My Words, and Attions, do concurr in One, 

T hoſe few , who did bere viſit me, in love, 
Seem'd, with ſo much contentment to approve 
Their homely Entertainment with thele $ Scraps, 


T hat, they were a ou ſome, perhaps, 


_ 


(4) 
Them, will Communicate : Which if they do, 
$9 /#tst be, andtauch good do't them tos - 
Z wiſh, for thecr ſakgs, that they betrer were, 
But, if, as they did mine, their hearts they cheere, 
1, may to Conſtancy, encouraged be 
By their Example, more than %. by me 
At preſent are ; and mutual Ayd's, ere loyg, 
Shall makg the weakeſt of #s, to grow ſtrong ; 
For, by GOD's Providence, (not ſeldom ) ſprivgs 
Nobleſt Effetts, from moſt comensned things, 
* Let, all, who of theſe Fragments, Coppres had 
© Theſe Lines (to be perfixt before them) add. 


IMPROVED INTO 


FREEDOM 


By the Grace of GOD. 


GEORGE W1THER, tohzs Friends, who 
have inquired after him, ſince the late ſeizure 
of h1s Perſon, Books and Papers. 


Here I now a, you much de. 
fire to hear, 
y What, I am blaw'd for ; what, 
I want, or fear ;; 


Which, this will briefly tell you : I am well, 

( In Purgatory, between Heaven and Hell.) 

My Fatt, (which I acknowledge, in good ſooth, 

May ſome offend) is only writing Truth; 

And, that is, in prevaricating times, 

Much more offenfive, then ſome hainous Crimes, 
I nothing #axt, that's truly needful, ſave 

Due thankfulneſs to G O D, for what I have, 

Who hitherto, in an unuſual wiſe, 

Without my cate, vouchſafeth me ſupplies ; 


Which 


(6 
Which hereby, I acknowledge, to this end, 
That, others may in traits, on him depend, 
All, I need now fo fear, is, that before 
I ſhall be freed, 1 way be made fo poor 
The Meſſenger, will hardly get his fees, 
Or, that the Kemnant of a Loaf and Cheeſe, 
Which at my now forſaken Chamber lies, 
Will mouldy be, or eaten by the Miſe. 
I do nat fear, that what I have expreſt 
Or publiſhed, will not abide the 7e&&, 
Unleſs my Judges, do, by looking bifck 
The Gen'ral- Pardon, inettectual make : 
For, that, which I laſt wrote, was bur fruit torn 
Out of the Mothers Womb before *rwas born, 
Which, whether Life, or Death receive it ſhould, 
No man with certainty, determine could ; 
And, if (according unto my Appeals ) 
That, which I purpos'd for the Publick-weal, 
And honor of the King, may be peruſed 
Intirely; and not palpably abuſed, 
By taking from, or adding thereunts, 
I do dehe the worſt, this World can do ; 
Well knowing, that, if ſhe conceal what's done, 
From Publick view, yet pafſeth doomes thereon 
Which may be to my wrong, 'twill be reveal'd 
And judg*dby G OD, to whom I have appeal'd. 
Though now there bz not left with me,one Line 
Of what I lalt wrote, I no whit repine : 
For, Providence will further my intent, 
Thereby, much better, than the courſe I meant ; 
Or, elſe will raiſe up, if that be calcin'd, 
A ſprightlier Praguct of the ſelf-ſame kind, 
Which to oblitefate, none ſhall preſume, 
Nor time aboliſh, nor the flamg conſume, 
Til 


7) 
Till it hath took AX that good end, 
For which I did at firſt, the ſame intend ; 
And, Feſeph-like, when I ſhall tried be, 
Either the K:»g,or GOD, will ſet me free, 
To whoſe Free-mercies only, I appeal 
Ev'n in thoſe things, which 1 intended well : 
For, extream Fuſtice, is a dreadful thing, 
Whether pronounc'd by G O D, or by a King : 
And, otherwhile, men of an »pright-way, 
Permitted are, in ſomethings to w1ſ-ſay, 
That Spirits may be tri'd, and thoſe things known 
Which are of G OD, from rs) is Our oWn, 

I have not purpoſely, one Paper hi 

To cloake thework, that er'e I faid or did ; 
And if men would but at my frailrres wink, 
Tle tell them, when they pleaſe, evinall I chink, 
Although againſt my Life 1t might offend 

So, their Demands to publick wellfare tend : 
For, to that purpoſe, if it needful were, 

I dare ſay more, than many dare to hear, 

(As would be known by what is now ſurpriz'd, 
might it be read in publick, undiſguis'd 

Yet, not exceed my limits ne'r-theleſs, 

Or, bounds of Reaſon, or of Soberneſs. 

I have diſcharg'd my (onſcience, as I thought 
The preſent times required that I ought, 
Conhidering, that otherwiſe, ſuch Tools 
. May be of uſe.; and, men reputed Fools 
Spezk things, as pertinently in ſome caſes 
As they, who are imployd in Wiſe mens places, 

I am not ignorant, with what diſdain 

Our Pamaloons my Poems entertain ; 

Nor ought diſpleaſed, that what I have wut 

_ Seem'd Frothy-ſtuffe, unto a Flaſty-wi, b. 
y 


| (8) 
My ſowr Herbs are as pleaſing to ſome pallats 

As Apricecks, Maskhmillions, or (weet Sallets 

To wanton Appetites ; and wholſomer 

Than that, wherein they more delighted are. 

My Verſe, to them, ſeems Vanity to be ; 

So ſeem They, and all Earthly things to me, 

By them, I numbred with Phanaicks am, 

And they, by me, reputed are the ſame. 

My Mv»ſe, harſh ſounds unto their ears applies, 
Their Manners do as much offend mine eyes ; 
And, if I merit Puniſhment, who chid them 

For things miſdone, what merit they who did them? 
Should none Reprove, bur perſons wholly free 
From Sinfulneſs , no Sin Reprov'd ſhould be ; 
And where our general Reproofs offend , 

Few men, their private Errors will amend, 

All thatis in my Thowghts, my Words or Deeds 
Approvable, from GOD's free Grace proceeds, 
And none deſerveth blame, butI alone 
(If I do) for what now is thought miſdone. 
Yet, come wot at me, till you may be ſure 
Your Y:ſits may no detriment procure 
Unto your ſelves ; for ( though that I am zealous 
Of publick, Safety ) many ate io jealous 
Of our Sincerity, whom they ſhall find 
From them, in ſome things, of a diff ring mind, 
That they, who walk by Goſpe/and by Law, 
May chance to ſuffer like Jack, Flercher*s Day, 
Which taken among Pigeons, Pies and Crowes 
For whom a Netwas laid, did ſpeed like thoſ®: 
And, to help keep an /unocent from {iarving 
May cenſur'd be, by ſome an Ill-deſerving, 
Which paradventure may be now my Lot. 


( If Chriſtian Charity prevent it not ) 
More 


%. 


More to their ſhame ie atone have hefe 
Been their Remembrancer ; nigh fifty year. 

But, for me, take you neither care nor grief $ 
Death, will much more advantage me than Life ? 
I walk not blindly, in the Paths I tread, 

And they will make me ſafe, alive, or dead. 

I am aflured, that his Providence 

Which orders things of much leſs conſequence 

( Whether conceal'd or publiſhed ) will make 
That which I've written, good effects to take ; 
And alfo by their means, perhaps, who be _ 

As yet diſpleas'd,both with my Book and me. (ther\ 

Grant me but NAT#RE'S Freedoms, and let 
The Priviledge of COURTS and SINGLE-MEN 
Do what they can : for, I have broke no Law 
Whereof, a ſober Man ſhould ſtand in aw ; 

Nor need I Patrons ; nor ought have I done 

To make me be afraid, through want of one. 

I, revEtence the Powers that are Supream, 

And, know ſo well, what doth belong to them, 
That, I cannot offend by Libeling « 

Either againft the Parliament, or King 
As many may ſuppoſe ; for, VICE may be 
Reprov'd, yet, they kept from Aſpertions free; W 
As will appear, when I have open laid 

What, for my Vindication may be ſaid. 

I love and honour more, a Foe, that's juſt 
Than him, who ſaves my life, and breaks his truſt : 
And, will not thank them, who, ſhall ſee whereir 
I merit blame, yet palliate my fin; 

Or, ſhall excuſe me from due puniſhment, 

When I ſhall know my fault, and not repent. 

*Nor will they be excus'd, in future times, ( crimes 

( Thouyh yet ghey may) who make our DATIES 
ÞB Mines 


Hz (20) 
Mine, is ( if any ) no more but Ownſhex 
Of ſomewhat ; or, at worlt, but a Merſprojucn: 
And,;my Caſe now, may be reſembled well, 
By what,unto a Northern Laſſe befel, 
Who, having been corre&ted very tore 
For calling of her younger Sifter Whore, 
Which was indeed untrue ; her Mather, ſaid 
Unto the leſſer Girle, tell truly Maid, 
Did ſhe not call thee Whore ? She anſwer'd, NO, 
( She did not ) but, ſhe thought to call me ſo. 

I know there are thoſe, who confider can 
What uſe there may. be of an honeſt Man 
Who ſeekeih not for Honours, or for Pelf ; 
Hates none ; affe&s his Neighbour as himſelf; 
Fears nought bur GOD, and his own heart - his 
Doth reverence, and can in Priſon fing : ( King 
When more defire to be affeed thus, 
It will be better both for them and us : 
And, he who makes theſe things his chief ambition 
Though #roxgs he feel, can never fear Perdtion, 
If leſs than formerly, I am befriended, 
I, and my Suff'rings, quickly ſhall be ended. 
If I find favour, you ſhall hear that from me 
Which, to acknowledge, it will well hecome me : 
Till then therefore Adew ; and hereby know 
That I am pleas'd,and well, if you be ſo, 


C by. ollr veDgeMer LIVeth. 


Aug. 12. i661, From Mr, Northrops, one of 
the Kings Meſſengers in Weſtminſter, where I 
am civilly uſed, 


Gemge 


(xx) 
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George Wither , His firſt Medication, 
upon his Commitment to Newgate, 
Aug.22, For his Poem called Yox 
Vulgi,neither Publiſhed 
nor Finiſhed. 


L 


O ; I do now begin to be prefer'd ; 

a. J And from an Ow! within an viebuſh, 
Advanced am,to be a Newgate-Bird, 
As faſt incaged, as my foes need wiſh, 

My Feathers have ſo pluckt already been 

That, ne more I can loſe now,but my sKkin, 
And when that's torn away,I may preſume 
My Fleth and Bones, in ſhort time, will conſume. 


IT. 


I was reſtrain'd before, but, not ſo ſtrait 

Was my Reftraint,nor in ſo cloſe a place ; 

I had my toad, bur not ſuch overweight, 

Nor ſeem'd 1, fo expoſed to diſgrace. 
My Friends were overcharg'd with me before, 
And will, this way, be now opprefled more : 

For, that whereof my Judges me condemn, 

Falls not ſo much on we, as upon them, 


W 6s f 


But, is this Newgate, whereof ſo afraid 
Offenders are? Is this _ diſmall place, 
3 


(22) | 
Wherein, before I came, I heard it ſaid 
There's nothing, but grief, horrour,aud diſgrace 2 
T find it otherwiſe; and,doubtle(s,either 

It is bely'd ; or, they who are ſent hither, 
Within themſelves, when to this houſe they come, 
Bring that, which makes it ſeem ſo troubleſome, 


IV. 


I no worſe here, then where I was before 

Accommodated am : for, though confin'd 

From ſomethings, which concern my Body more 

Then formerly, it hath inlarg'd my mind. 
Here,by degrees,with what the world moſt fears 
(With Torments, and their Executioners) 


I may be ſo acquainted, if I pleaſe, (caſe, 
That, things which threaten pain,ſhall bring me 
. V. 


Here, I can ſee the bottom of that P:e 
Which-gapes to ſwallow me : here, I can view 
What ſome, who have mote proſpett, ſee not yet, 
Nor will, till they their fears cannot eſchew. 
Here, I find Ob;jetts to prepare me for 
That, which my Feſh and Blood,doth moſt abhor; 
And, am aflur'd, that, to what place ſoe're 
I, hence am ſent, that GOD, will meet me there, 


V I. 


Though here,my outward-being, ſeems no better, 
But, in appearance dayly worlſe to grow, 
My 1:ward comforts and my hopes are greater, 
And, will be greateſt when they make leaſt ſhow 
Although my Oy/ arid Meal doth not increale 
Since I came hither, *tis no Whit the leſs 4 
ea, 


| I3 
Yea, though am at more charge every day, 
Then did of late, a weeks expence defray: 


VII. 


For that coſt, they = have,to whom 

My life,it ſeenfs, is dearer,then to me; 

And, they ingaged for me are becomez (thee ? 

LORD! whence proceeds this k:»dneſs,but from 
Sois it, that, I now can hardly tell (<4 
Whether, my Friends, to ſave me,ſhew more 

Or they more mabee, who have ſought of late 

To ruine both my Perſon,and Eſtate. 


VIIL 


T-find already, by what I have-noted, 
My beſt Expreſſions will concealed be. 
My Verſes (as the Devil Scripture quoted) 
Produc'd by Scrapps, to diſadvantage me. 
I ſee my ſelf oppos'd by no ſmall odds, 
Frown'd on, by mighty men, and mortal Gods 
Who fit ſo high, that they nor feel, nor know 
What things are ſuff'red, by poor-men below. 


IX, 


Not onely Railing Foes, on evety hide, 
But my Acquantaxce alſo, and meer Strangers, 
Unjuſtly, me defame, Jeer, and deride ; 
Threats follow me behind, before, lie dangers. 
Yet to no mortal for ſupport I ſend, 
Nor make complaints by Letter,or by Friend ; 
Nor will, except to them, to whom belongs 
ſhe Judging of my Atovs, and my wrongs. 


My 


(14) 
CT. 


My ſoul,theſe things conſider well, and whence 

They do proceed : conſider why, likewiſe ; 

Who, puts into thy heart, this confidence ; 

Who, by unknown hands,each dayes want ſupplies; 
Who, comforts doth augment as griefs increaſe ; 
Who,cloathes and feeds thee in this Wilderneſs, 

And,when Terreſtrial apds,are quite bereaven (ven, 

Rains on thee, Q»ales and Mama down from hea- 


X I, 

Mark, how this Realm is here Epitomiz'd, 

Ag te a Bleſt, and Reprobate condition: 

How Mercies, and how Fadgements are deſpis*l, 

By moſt men,at the brinck of their perdition ; 
How few,be wrought upon, in either place, 
By T hreatnings, ot by promiſes of Grace, 

How many, - 7 pans Ie and Blaſpheme 

Even when,Het, ready ſeems to iwallow them, 


XII 


Here, thou ſhalt ſee, that meer Stupidity 

And graceleſneſs, tranſporteth many a man 

To out-face Death,with lets Timidity 

Then ſome with all their Mora! Yertwes can: 
Here,thou ſhalt learn, that if thy Proſecutions, 
Thy zeal, thy Courage and thy Reſolutions 

Spring onely, from a Narwral Eftate, 

Thou,with all theſe, mayſt be a Reprovats, 


XII1L, 
Let therefore, theſe Experiments, which are 


Be enteraain'd ; and,if henceforth God _— 
$ 


«£35 
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(As he perhaps will) commos helps withdraw, 

Let them quite go, and catch on hins faſt bold. 
For, if thou then deſpaire, or ſhalt diſtruſt 
His Love, who never was to thee unjuſt, 

This, will then prove to be a carnal-boaſt, 

And, thou, with all thy vain hopes wilt be loſt, 


XIV. 


Sinee alſo,thou doſt feel thy heart mere prone, 

By ſmiles and favenrs, to be drawn aſide, 

Then by harſb #ſage, to be wrought apon, 

Let thy weak'ft Bulwarks be moſt fortifh'd, 
Leſt,they,who have not ftrength enough to win 
The Fort by force, by Stratagemss get in; 

And, thou then ruin'd, be paſt all zepazr, 

As many ate, by thoſe, who ſpeak them fair. 


XV, 
That \ qo thy Reſolves begets ; 
For,other while,as reſolute are they 
Who are poſlefled but with Rgnting-Fits, 
As any, in whom Paſien bears no (way. (Madneſs, 
Contempt of Torment, ſometimes ſprings from 
Stoutneſs, from Anger,or deſpairing-ſadneſs : 
Martyrs,and men, of Reprobated ſence, 
Bear ſuft rings, with ſmall outward difference. ._. 


XVI, 


Search thou thy heart, therefore, with prudent care, 
Tat, Malice, Pride, nor Vengeance lurk therein: 
That Love of GOD, and all muerk:xde be there, 
Linckt with a deteftation of all Sin 

And, if chou find it ſo,be not afraid 


. Whare're againk thee (hall be done or __e 
or, 


* (6) 
For, Reſolutions built upon that Rock, 
Will, of all raging Stormes,endure the Shock. 


XVII. 


Though Prexces in theirSwpreamConncils blame thee, 
And ſuch as are prophaxe, FANNATICK call thee; | 
They ſhall not able be, to fright or ſhame thee, 
By any conſequent which may befall thee : 

And, if ſo prudently thou guide,thy Pex 

That,when it ſtrikes at faw/ts it ſpares the mer, 
The ſe will from the Fools, themſelves devide, 
And, every Jaſt-mans Vote, be on thy ſide, 


XVIIL 


Though it alwayes proves .not,do not grieve 
Nor vex thereat : for, what G OD calls thee to, 
To put in Execution thou ſhalt live, 
In ſpight of all this froward world can do; 
And future times,will laugh to ſcorn the forms 
And Mountains, rais'd by Gyants,againſt worms 
When they ſhall ſee, (which they will tee at laſt) 
The Fowers of Babel on their Builders caſt, 


XIX, 
- Make Feſws Chriſt, to be the ſole Foundation, 
Of thy Afﬀettion, of thy Hope and Truft, 
Of thy Belief, of thy Santtification, 
Of all thy Muſings, and of all thou dof: 
For, nothing Juſtifies, but, doth Condemn, 
That is not, 1», for, from, and by him, 
Without reſpec to any Intereſt, 
Except, what, with hig G/ory,may conſilt. 


LORD, 


x7) 

LORD, thou haſt, by renewing,in fome meakure 

My much depraved #-l, inclined me, 

In althings,to ſubmit to thy good plaaſarre, 

Let what's defe&ive, now, made perted be, 
That, known it may-be to this Geherarron, 

| Man may attain to ſuch a Refignarvon, 

That, he ſhall mere delight, rby will-to do, 

Then, that, which his 992 ww, provokes him to, 


XXL, - | 

Prais'd'be thy Blefled Name, who,as thow didft 
For Foſeph (when he was in Prifon bound) 
For me, jn my /mpriſonment provid'lt, 
And, by thy ſervany, every whete artfound-: 

Be with meas to be thou haſt begun, 

Until my Gemeration Work. is done, 
And, when that's finiſh'd, for which I was born, 
Let me with Joy, into thine Arms return, 

io ; 


< —_ 


s # 
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To'the Right Honourahle the Lord Mayor, 
and the reſt of the Commiſſioners of the 
Peace and 7aul-delrvery,tor the City 
.. of Loxdon, naw Afemblcd in a 
General Seſſions. 


. The Humble Petuion of George Wither, 


"He ſaid- Petitioner, having fix and thirty years 
now paſt ( beforethe great Peſtilence raged ) 
live& in” this City ( about half that time, 
afrex he-came —_—_ Age.) did in _—_—_ 
| theres 


18) 
thereunto, -make here , his Voluntary Reſidence, 
when hundyeds of thouſands forſook their Habita- 
tions, thatif GOD ſpared his life during that 
mortality,he might be a Remembrancer of his Fad &- 
ments and Mercies , both to this City, and' the 
whole Nation ; which he performing according to 
his ability, hath hitherto {with his {fe oxely , and 
« pood Conſcience) eſcaped the Plagues of War , Pe- 
verty, Peſtilences, and Parliaments ; and is now a 
Prifuce in your Jaitof Newgate, in order to be 
wy'd, by the Howſe of Commons, at their next 
Meeting , fox intending to- offer to the private 
conſideration of the Lord Chancellor of England, a 
Poem called Vox Uslgt, ſurprized (before it was 
finiſhed )- jin-this Petitioners hands ; who: being 
lately ſo Totaly.deprived of a confiderable eftate 
as not to be. left Worth this prece of Paper ,-ig/10 
danger through want of neceflaries,to periſh with= 
in your Walls, before the time of his Tryal will 
come , unleſs GOD (as he hath lately done) ſhall 
Extraordinarily provide him his dayly bread, 'by 
the Chatity of ſome, who,perhaps are ſcatce able 
to provide for themſelves and-Families. 


The ſaid Petitionor therefore, ( canct&vin 
ny obliged by the Law of Nature ,' to % 
what he can to preſervels life(though there be 

nething therein conſiderable,for its own (ake) 
humbly prayes your Hononrs that, if he can 
procure Bail, it may be accepted for his ap- 
pearauce , when it ſhall be required, bifdrs 
the ſaid Houſe of Commons ; who being the 
Repreſentative of them, whoſe welfare he 
preferred before his own, and the Conrt to 
; whoſe 


W) _- 
whoſe doom he ſeems to be referred by the War- 
rant for his Commitment hither , the ſaid 
Petitioner, will patiently forums thereums, 


If it be in your Power, and may ſtand 
with your good pleaſure to vouchſafe him 
this humble requeſt , the ſaid Petioner 
thankfully acknowledging your Juſtice 
and compaſſion,will pray for you 4s 1n duty 


he is bound, 


George Wither. 


The foregoing Petition, being delivered to 
the Lord Mayor at the Scſhons, and no 
Ball allowed to the Perttioner, he forth- 
with compoſed this Eprigram. 


Ta the Cuty of London, 


VVE- I, a Perſon, who had power to better 
Thy Trade,or make thy Priviledges grea- 


Or take away thy Citizens Eſtates, (rex, 

Thy Walls diſmantle, or break down thy Gates, 

I had been lookt upon, though I had done 

To thee no kindneſs, neither megnt thee one. 

Bur, of his love, there is no value made 

Who nought can to to thy wealth or greatneſs add, 

Though he lis life ſhould hazzard for thy ſake, 

That, thee for evzr, he might happy ' 
by. lf BAIL, 


(29) 

BA rp cg ———; but,T muſt lie 
Among thy Rogues,expos's to hve or ie ; 
To ſtarve or begg ; and wholly be debar'd 
Of Liberty, @Spitied and unheard 
For doing what was honeſtly intended ; 
And, wherein, I againſt no Law offended. 
This is, I muſt confeſle, nor leſs nor more, 
Then, I had, reaſon to expe& before : 
Yet, all my labour,is not caſt away, 
For, it occaſion gives-me, thus to ſay. 

I wiſh'd thee well, and will, what ever ſhall 
To me, in my extremities befall- 
For, here's a number yet within this place, 
Who are of thoſe in whom the Seeds of Grace 
Sd fruRtihe, that GOD hath ſuperſeded 
For their ſakes,that for which his Juſtice pleaded ; 
And I have in my perſonal diſtreſle 
So taſted of theur Chanitadleneſs, 
That, thereby 1, enjoying health, and liſe 
(My ſelf not ſeeking, bur thy peace in chief ) 
Expect that Juſtice only, frem thy hands 
Whereon thine honour and thy welfare ſtands ; 
Which neither is thy Riches, or thy Power 
For, theſe may come to nothing,in one hour ; 
And, if to them, thou overmuch incline, 
I will not change my poot eſtate for thine, 
* Among the Prodegies, by many ſeen 
This year,!,might for one, have nurnbred been, 
If I, thould all Particulars relate "tu 
* Whichdo concern my Perſon and Eſtate : 
But, they muſt now Phanaticks counted be 
ho, either do behieve what they ſhall ſee, 
Or dare take nonice, of thole things that vary 
From GOP's proceed, in courſes oxdinary ; 


And, 


(2+) 
And, therefore, I think fitting to conceal them, {| 
Till that, which is tofollow, doth reveal them, 
To manife6, without all Dubitation, 
That, God hath ſpoken to this Generation. 
Mean while, I'le ſuffer : for,0ur Peace muſt now 
Not from our Atings, but; from ſuf rings flow. 
Yer, whether, 1 deſerve reſpeR or blame, 
Know LONDON, fince I now thy Priſoner am, 
Thar, if I have not wherewith to ſubhſt 
Thou art obhig'd, to find me bread,at leaſt, 
Whilſt here I ſhall confinement undergo, 
Though I had alwayes been thine open toe; 
And, that 'tis Tyranny (what ere they are) 
To lay on any, more they can bear. 
Know likewiſe, that, if here I hall miſearry 
Through lack of what, for life is'neceſlary 
Thou, thereby forfeite(t, (as I caficeive) 
A better Charter, then the King'can give 2 
Becauſe, through want of Charity to foes, 
Much more to Friends, our part in Chriſt we loſe. 
What I have been to thee, it hath been ſhown ; 
What thou to-me arr, it will now be known, 
And, poflibly, another Generation 
Will heed, that I am ſomewhatto this Nation, 
Deſerving better, then that lie 1 ſhauld » 
Within a jail, at ſeventy three years old, 
For acting and dehgning nothing worſe 
Then, how to-ſave them from a greater cutfe, 
Look to your ſelves. ; For,whether bond or free 
I am ; I know,my G O D,will leok to me ; 
And, I and mine, ſhalt be both cloath'd and fed, 
When they who ſlicghted us, want Robes & bread, 


(22) 


as 
— 


Another Meditation, (or Ballad as the World 
perhaps, will call ir) compoſed by the 


' fame Priſoner ſince his Commit- 


ment to Newpate. 


I. 


Y Soul, fince we are left alone, 
In our Confinement here, 

Where we diſturbed are of none, 

To God, come,draw we near. 
For, part of his three dreadful WOE S, 

Are now, ſo carrying on, 
That, if to him, we cling not cloſe 

We may be quite undone, 


II, 


Ourſelves, let us examine ſo, 
That though our foes condemn, 
We may, for what we did miſdo, 
Make now our Peace with hi ; 
Left, when the world hath fully try'd, 
How, here we may be vext, 
We, greater miſeries muſt abide 
Where, ſhe will throw us next, 


III, 
SIN, to full ripeneſs,is not come, 
nor walice, to her heights ; 
And, we e're they-receive their Doons 
May look for more deſpights. 


Thele, 


—— > — —— 
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Theſe, which we have endured yet, 
Have been ſuſtain'd with eaſe ; 

But, GOD, it may he will permit 
Much harder things then theſe. 


IV, 


'Tis but the Suburbs unto Hell, 
whereto, we now are ſent ; 
And (for the future) none can tell 
What, hereto us is meant. | 
To better men, worſe things befall 
Then ſeem to be our Meed ; 
And, our Aflictions are but ſmall, 
To thoſe, which may ſucceed. 


V. 


We have not that dark Dau»geon ſeen 
Wherein, is endleſs Night ; 

Nor in thoſe, Lowſie lodgings been 
Which ev'ry ſence affright ; 

We feel not that, which many lack ; 
Nor Bolts, nor Gives we wear, 

Fit things for Belly and for Back, 
As yet, ſupplyed are. 


VI, 


With fickneſs, we are not oppreſt, 
In body, or in mind ; 

No oatward cares diſturb our reſt 
No Inward fears we find, 

For, all the ſuf rinvs wherewith we 
As yet, afflicted ſeem 

Are onely ſuch as grievous be, 

In other mens clteem, 


(24) 


V-I1, 
But, ſhould I, (being 6{d'ayd'/poor 
Diſcaſed wg: ow pron) 
With Aches, bave my Lzwbes made ſore, 
Or, with an UVlcer'd sk5n 
Be turn'd into es Fart 
To he uponthe groun 
* And, all earn rrarg ue fail 
Which I havelately found. 


VIIL 

Should this befa{l us; where might then 
Our hope and courggebe? 

This, happens oft to Righteous men, 
And, this, may fall on'me, 

What, but complaintrand mourntul-cryes 
Would then, be1n this place ;/ 

Harts aking, orftill weeping eyes, 
Scorns, and deſpaire of' Grace? ' - 


IX, 

Theſe will be then the beſt Relrefs, 
That, Fleſb and Blood can ſee, 

To cure or Mitigate their Griets 
Where ſuch Deſertiow be. 

Yet, be of nought (my Sowl) afraid, 
For, by his Angels, then, 

Shall GOD's Aſſiſtance be convaid; 
When thou art left: of men, 


X, | 
They came unto the Rich wanrdoby- * 
At which the Lazar dy'd, 


| (25) 

And, him to reſt Eternal bore 
To whom, he Crums deny'd; 

And when Elias had of bread 
The meanes deprived quite, 

He by the Ravenons Fowls was Fed 
At Morning, and at night. 


XI. 
TheirGOD is mine; andif inhim, 
My Truſt, I till repoſe, 
He, will to me, be as to Them, 
To ſave me from my Foes. 
Or, if of that depriv'd I am 
which fed me to this day, 
I know he will ſupply the ſame 
As well,anoiher way, 


XII. 


The Earth is his, with her increaſe, 
And waſted were her ſtore, X 
He hath within a Richer place, 
Enough, to ſend me more ; 
And, till it comes ; That which doth ffarve, 
D.ſcomfort and deſtroy ; 
My hfe (whilſt uſeful) thall preſerve, 
And more increaſe my Foy. 


XIIL 


The Plagzes,which others to Deſparr, 
And to Blaſpheming move, 
Shall ſtir me up, to Praiſe, and Prayer, 
And fill my heart with Love. | 
Yea, that which on the Kings of Earth 
; Will dreadful horrors brung, 
D 


Shall 


(26) 
Shall make me with Triumphant Mirth, 
A HALLELUFAHSing. 


XIV. 

The Purging Fire, which them doth burn, 
Who, therein Raving, lye, 

Thy Drofle (my Sow/) to Gold ſhall turn, 
Thy Silver, Purihe. 

And, when thy Fiery- trya/'s paſt, 

- No loſs will come tothee, 

IF thy works Fixton C H RI ST, thou haſt, 

Though built of Straw they be. 


XV. 


Reſolves Which I had not before, 
Theſe Muſings do beget - 
And though, her Furnace ſeven times more, 
The World, heneeforth thall heat, 
My Soxl, return thou to thy Reft ; 
Fox, G OD, hath me aflur'd, 
That, were I ten times more oppreſt, 
It ſhould be well endur'd. 


XVI, 


How bleſſed is that Heav'nly Place, 
Where thou, Oh CHRIST, doth dwell / 
If thou canſt bring ſuch Joy and Peace, 
Into this Earthly Hell > 
He, wich whom, thou (till preſent art, ' 
What ere on him 1s laid, 
If, thee he loves withall his heart, 
Needs, no where be afraid. 


AMewgate, Sept.3. 1661, 
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— 


A Return, in Anſwer to ſome of them, who ſent to 
know how it fares with me in my Impriſonment, 


OD, gave me Grace ; by Grace I did conceive 
A ſaving Faith ; by ſaving Faith I live, 

My fe of Faith, hath had a preſervation, 
By Hearing, Atting, and by Meditation, 
By Meditation, I reduce to Words 
What my Experience in this life affords, 
By that Experience which I have attain'd, 
A Patience 1n my troubles I have gain'd ; 
My Patience hath ſuch hopefulnels begor, 
That, this diſgraceful Priſon ſhames me not, | 
Though I am poor(and,as our Proverbſayes) 
As poor as Fob) unto my God be praiſe, 
I am no Beggar ; for, I have not yet, 
Been "x ask for Money,Clothes,ot Meat ; 
Nor tempted (having dayly bread) to borrow 
Through fear of wants, that may befal to Morrow ; 
And, well remembring, who was pleas'd to ſay 
There's Care enough belonging to each Day, 
I,for a day to Which I may nor live, 
Will not of what I have, my ſelf deprive. 
With my Condition, I am pleas'd, and merry, 
Of my /ong-ſuff* rings I am not grown weary. 
And with thoſe who purtue me wich moſt hate 
No worſe, then to enjoy the like eſtate, 
Except my Bands. I have acquir'd this relt, 
By thoſe Means and Degrees, atore expreltt, 
And, this, unfeignedly, to you Ceclares | 
How, at this preſent tume, with me it fares, 

Sept,7. 166r, 


from Newgate, George Wither. 
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A Paſs-By, in Relation to thoſe, who ſeem offend- 
ed at my Frequent-Scriblings,as they call them. 


E thinks, I hear ſome ſay,who look upon 
Theſe Papers ; will this fellow ne'r have done ? 
Which Qzeſtiomſts, I, with a ſmile contemn, 
Suppoſing, labour loſt, in anſwering them : 
For,nothing is more pleaſing to their ears 

Then Scurnil Pamphlets, Bawdy Rimes,and Jeers. 
To them alone, therefore,who take delight : 

In wholſome words, Tle ſhew why ſt I write ; 
Preſuming,that my Reaſons will not ſeem 

To ment, altogether, diſeteem. 

Although my former Poems, and my Muſings 

Had not until of late Dayes, thoſe peruſings 
Which I expeRed, nor now valued be 

Of many, they have much refreſhed me ; 

And, otherwile,for ſupplements have ſtood 
Inſtzad of ſleep, of Rayment,and of Food, 

In Troubles, me, they more content have made 
Then Wealth, Repute,and all the Friends 1 had, 
They cauſe me to be fearleſs of my Foes ; 

When Lam vext, my ſpirit they compoſe ; 

When-I am Poor, they are in ſtead of Wealth. 
When Iam Sick, they help repair my Health.; 
When I am Well, they are my Recreation, 

When tempted to Deſpar, Hopes Reparation. 
Thaabyben Sadneſs comes, ro Mirth I turn it; 


When lam ſlegbred, they do make me ſcorn it. 
In Priſons, when my Body is confin'd /* 
They do {o many wayes inlarge my Mid 
Thr, doubting whether will for me proye beſt, 
The Freeacm oft, or that Which 1s Poſſeſt, 


I ule 


UMI 
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T uſe the means of Beth - but,wholly leave 
The choice to GOD ; and what he.gives receive. 
They are Companions, when I'm left alone ; 
They find me work todo, when I have none, 
By 4ay,me from ill Company they keep 
Make »ights leſs tedious, when 1 cannot ſleep. 
They w. me, When I am oppreſt with wrongs ; 
When I want Muſick, they do make me Songs, 
To Frizads,who like them (where's no better cheer) 
They, acceptable Entertainments are : 
Ofr, likewiſe, I make uſe of them, inſtead 
Of Charms, when, I of Fools would fain be rid ; 
For, if I read them, but a page or two, 
They trait, grow weary, and away they go. (mind, 
They fix thoughts, which would quite ſlip out of 
And, when writ down, I them, know where to find; 
Yea,other men, thereby,have oft teceived 
Refreſhments, if their words may be believed : 
And (which is more then all this) to GOD's praiſe, 
They are, and may be uſeful, ſundry wayes. 
For theſe reſpes, whoever thall appear 
Pleas'd or diſpleas'd, ro me my Muſings are 
Confiderable ; and if any one 
They do offend, them, he may let alone ; 
For, though they have been tendred unto many, 
I never, yet, infotced them on any, 
Againſt their wills ; except perhaps it were 
To ſave them, whoſe deſtruction I thoughr near ; 
And, (I will not be ſhie the Truth to ſay ) 
No men, have worſe requited me, then they : 
But peradventure, if that dead I were, 
None daring to be th2ir Remembrazcer, 
(As I have been) they may more miſchief'd bz 
Through want of one, then troubled now by me. 
George 


(30) 
George Wither's Appollogy for compoſing the 
oh called Vox Ve bins a « 59 
home from the Counties, Citties and 
Burroughs, to therr Prevaricating Mem- 
bers 3 [eving the honour of the Houſe of 
Commons, and of every faithfull and dt- 
ſcreet Indruidual member thereof ; which Po- 


em was ſurpriſed before quite finiſhed. 
The Contents. 


The Author , here makes his defence ; 
Clears his aſſperſed Innocence ; 
And frees himſelfe , from Tut ſuſpition , 
Of ailing ought, without Commiſſion, 


Ere, I have time to meditate upon, 
What, I myſelf, and other men LN done, 
Occafioning my ſuffering , at this time, 
And, in relation to what's thought my Crime : 
Leſt, therefore, I may him offend who gave it, 
I will improve this Le:ſwre , whilt I have it; 
For,when my Muſings, are expreſt in words, 
The better means to-Scan them it affords ; 
And todeclare , what I ſhall now expreſſe, 
I may hereafter, want both Time, and Place ; 
Or, being dead, before ye Tryal-day, 
My falſe Accuſers, to my charge - may lay , 
What they ſhall pleaſe ; and none be certain, why 
I was committed in this Jay! to die, 
G O Dgive me ſtrength, to finiſh this ; and than, 
Let all my foes, do, and ſay, what they can, 


_ 
I am not only queſtion's, for 4 thing, 
Preſum'd miſdone , but alſo, for the Spring 
Whence 'tis deriv'd; and plea['d ſome are, taſay 
That rending of my whole Eſtate away, 
Had me provok'd unto an «ngry-fit , 
Which was the ( aſe, of what I lately writ; 
And, that I had a ſcurrulous intent. 
To calt aflpertions on the Parliament. 
To make .1t ſo appear , depriv'd I am, 
Of what beſt proves, that, I deſerve no blame, 
My laſt Conception, ( which, before to Light 
It could be brought, was ſnatcht out of my ſight ) 
May forced be to ſpeak, what I ne'r thought, 
Or, elſe , be ſmother'd, as a birth Worth nought : 
Or, ( that anill intention may appear ) 
Some Verſes may be'pickt out here and there, 
(Without thoſe Qualifyings,which precede, 
Or follow , to 1lluttrate s they read ) 
Whereby , ſome [ferences may be made, 
That,on —_—y intrenched _ 
In ſumming up , an onating that 
Which I =. "AF HR_—_ relate ; 
Thus much to be intended doth _—_ 
By what, Ido already ſee and bear. 
Which falſehood, if , but bazely I deny 
I ſhall in words alone, retort the Lie; 
And, Reaſon may be born down by the zozſer, 
Ariſing from plurality of Vorces, 
Yeld forth by them, who ſhall intrude to do, 
That, which nor GOD, nor Good-men calls them to. 
I, thereſore, will produce a Vindication , 
That may be juſtit'd by demonſtration; 
Or, by ſuch Reaſons as will do me right; 
Unleſle they (hall be kept from open fight, 


, 
Or clipt ;'or, I not ſuffered be to ſay . 
That, which to clear, my ſelf produce I may : 
And, if ſo ; by the conſciences of them 
I ſhall be quit, whoſe words will me cendemn. 
My Casſe, may for the preſent, injur'd be ; 
But, all the World can do no harm to me, 
Though that which is without me , wrong'd hath 
And may be till, all ſhall be ſafe within, ( been 
So long as GOP, affifteth me, by whom 
I, with this confidence,am arm'd become ; 
And peradventure, they who think to ſpoil, 
This confidence,may give themſelves the foile, 
Their ſcandal, m the fuſt place, Ile aflay , 
To wipe off, who ſuppoſe my lofles may 
Provoke me, or, that my oppreſſions had 
Prevail'd,. to make me grow a little mad; 
But , they miſtaken are in that ſurmiſe ; 
For,to the world-yard,1 ain ſo wiſe, 
To be by,them diftempred, in a mood 
Like thoſe,who truſt in Riches more than GOD ; 
And, by. what I am like to undergoe , 
It will be proved, whether it be ſo. 
I am not ſo 1n love, as men conceive , 
Withthat, whereof the World can me bereave, 
As to ingage, for ſuch poor Intereſts, 
= quiet 1n this life , by thoſe conteſts 
Which 1 adventure on,1if I ſaw nought , —_ 
That much more worth ſuch hazards , I ha 
And,this mind, if my Aftons did not ſhew, 
In'former times, thoſe will that ſhall enſue, 
When, more undoubtedly thoſe things appear, 
Which of my Writings, the chief motives were. 
And will ſhew whether, I did ought intend 
To drive on an. ignoble , or ſelf-exd. - 
| It 


It may he known, b 0M heretofore 
Divulg'd, that, nothing now befalls me more 
ThenlI expected ; That, I did foreſee 
What lately ſeiz'd on other men and me : 

That, having been here, in the #orlds great School 
So long a time, I was not ſo much Feel, 

As not to know, how, Friends, and means to mak? 
Io ſeaſonable time to lave my /takx 

And mend my Game ; if I unto that end 

Had play'd it, which moſt other men intend ; 

Or, if I thought thoſe men, who look on me 

With moſt contempt, were better then they be, 

F knew as well as any, how to Fawn, 

And flatter ; what to give, and what to Pawn 

For my advantage,-if I could have thought 
That,worth my ſeeking,for which moſt men ſought, 
But though I find it an /»mperfett Light 

Whereby at firſt, 1 walk'd, it gave me fight 

Of much more then the #5r/d believ'd,I ſaw, 
And, kept me of mine own heart ſo in ave, 

That, notwithſtanding I did for a ſeaſon 

Ofc ſtagger to and fro, *twixt Faith and Reaſon, 

(And ſtumbled otherwhile, into thoſe things 

Which Ruine, unleſs Grace prevention brings) 

I,in the marr, purſu'd a Good Deſign ; 

(Not, I confeſs, by any power of mine) 

And by ſome Symptoms, at the laſt, perceiv'd, 

That, till of my Eſtate, I was bereav'd, 

My work, would neither well be carryed on 

(When that time came, wherein it ſhould be done) 

Nor, take ſo good effect, as it would then, 


Upon my Self, or upon other men. 
For, which cauſe, when I ſaw it mult be ſo, 


Without reluctancy,l,let all go, 
E And 


| 3 
And without nouriſhing a ſecret ſpleen 
Againſt their _ who my foes have been, 
This, future things, much better willdifplay 
Then all which ar this preſent, I can ſay ; 
As alſo, that, they who from me of late, 
Have torn unmercifully,my Eftate ; 
By far worſe motives thereunto were led, 
Then thoſe, which me inclin'd to what I did, 
Loſs to prevent, or toregain what*s /oft, 
I did adventure no more pains or coſt, 
Then Reaſon warranted, and obligations 
Which bound me to have care of my Relations ; 
Or might,then; by purſuing of that comrſe 
Aſlure me, how much better'd, or grown worſe 
Men, by thoſe Judgements and thoſe Mercies were, 
Which GOD, had variouſly diſpenſed here; 
And, having thereby learned what GOd meant 
T, with my /ofſes was as well content 
ASis a Chriſtian when by Tarks purſu'd 
(Who overpower him by their multitude) 
He wracks his V:ſell on a friendly ſhore, 
Where, he hath Life and Freedom, though no more, 
Why, ſhould I angry be to lee that gone 
Which 1f I had not loſt, had me undone ? 
Which alſo, will undo them, who now have it, 
And (if good heed he take not) hum that gave it? 
Or, which will be reſtor'd again to me, 
If, for GOD's Glory, and my 2oodit be ? 
Why, ſhould I be ditpleas'd to bz bereft 
Of that, whoſe /oſs hath an aſſurance left 
Of better things 2 Of that, which, whilſt poſleft, 
Increaſt my troubles, and diſturb'd my reſt ? 
Of that, which I muſt ſhortly leave (though mine) 
And, knoyy not (when the ſame I muſt reſign) 
| Whether, 
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Whether, it to their #eal or Woe, ſhall tend, 
To whom, when I am dead, it will deſcend ? 
Theſe things conſidered, all wife wen know 
That, nor theſe, nor my former Muſings flow 
From diſcontentments, or from wrath that ſprings 
From loſs of inconhiderable things : 
And #:Jemens, good efteems, if k2ep I may, 
A ruth I care not, what fools think or [ay, 
On whom, the leſs impreſſion it will make, 
The more I rationally write, or ſpeak. 
"But, that, whereby molt blame to me may come, 
(And, which will probably be charged home) 
Is an Impeachment for a hainous thing 
That ſome are pleas'd to call a Lybelling 
Again(t the COMMONS ; which,if proved true 
He ask no favour : For, I think none due ; 
And, if it be an unjuſt imputation 
I for my ſufferings claim a Reparation, 
Expecting (whick ought not tobe refus'd) 
That, what is call'd a Lybel be produc'd 
To open view, and fight of ev'ry one 
Who may concerned be, in what is done : 
And, that, none may uſurp a Priviledge 
Thereon to paſle a Sentence as my Judge, 
Who ſhall not-read pr hear the ſame throughout 5 
For, So/omon hath freed it ſo from doubc 
That, to averr, I ſhall not be a fear'd, 
He, that doth Cenſure what he never heard, 
Dgfgrueth ſhame ; AndI ſhall rather laugh 
Jeer thereart, then either grieve or clufe ; 
Becauſe, (at work) I, then a Doome ſhall have, 
Much like as if,a Fool had call'd me K zave. 
If left to Publick view, my Poems be, 
And finiſht as intended was by me 
| E 3 No 
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No worſe atindicn* —_ can be made 
Then this, that, I have call'd a Spade a Spade ; 
And, means devis'd, whereby men may appear 
Unto themſelves, what others know = are, 
By fa:ned ſpeakers, I have onely ſai 

' What was to me by Common-fame convey'd 
And murmur'd in moſt places, to worſe ends 
Then that, wheteto my harmleſs Poems tends : 
And, if I may preſume the Trath to tell 
1 am rewarded ill, for doing well : 
Fox, thereby, I not onely turn'd afide 
That general reproach which was apply'd 
To all the Hou: of Commons, and;alone 
To them confin'd it, who brought blame thereon ; 
But, likewife, without perſonally blaming 
(Or marking any forth) to their defaming, 
Have ſought to bring it to their Cogniſance, 
Who might thereby, the Publick weal advance ; 
And, who, if it prov'd worthy Approbation 
Might uſeful make it for the Reformation , 
Of that, which elſe, will have a Couſequence 
More hurtful, then my Innocent -Offence, 
For, though by publication, I had done 
What might have ſcem'd a fault;(and now is none) 
The Generdlity but little more » | 
Had thereby known, then what moſt kney before, 
When to worſe ends, and more apparant wrongs 
*Twas toſt, upon the Rackets of mens Tongues ; 
Who, ſo diffatished ſeem to be 
By what, they lately feel, and hear and ſee, 
That very frequently they are oftended 
Ev'n with what for their welfare, ſeems intended ; 
Becauſe,they having often þeen deceiv'd 
Suſpe&t,lom2 furure mſchiefs then conceiv'd - 

ea, 
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Yea,then, are things, when plaukbly projefted 
The lefle ered and the « ſuf] 4 Red ; ; 
Not by thoſe onely, who now called are 
Phanaticks, but, by thoſe likewiſe that were 
Diſtinguiſh'd by the name of Cavalier ; 
Yea, and out Facks ind:fferemt,do begin 
To be more Talkative then they have been, 
Becauſe, they find themſelves tn danger (whethes 
They are of this, or that fide,or of neither) 
So long,as things which Reaſon order might, 
Shall paſfe by »»mber onely, without werght. 

To intimate, that, Parliaments had been 
Difturb'd,by fome of rhoſe, who were brought in 
A ſurrepticiows way ; and, that by them 
The People were abus*,d is no great crime ; 

Nor is affirming, that they were deceiv'd 
Unfitting to be tpoken, or believ'd, 

When generally avow'd ; nor to averr 

A Parliament in groſſe,may ſometimes err , 
Since, neither to be w:ſe,.or Innocent, 

Is,an s»ſeperable Accident 

Of Parhaments; as hath apparant been, 

By that, which we in our own dayes have ſeen : 
For,that,they may with Treaſon,and With Murther, 
Be charged, we ſhall need to look no further 
Then, unto thoſe Trenſattions which have paſt, 
Both in this Parliament, and in the laft. 

What have I then misdone in making known 
How fooliſh,mad, or wicked ſome were grown ? 
How much oppreſt men are ; how griev'd; and how 
Exaſperated, more and more, they grow? 
What fault commit I, when I hear men ſay 
What's dore, and what 1 ſee done every day, 
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If I declare (ſedition to prevent) 

That I perceive moſt men are diſcontent, 

And froward? fince I neither made them ſuch, 

Nor, therein am concerned half ſo much 

As other men ? nor did intend a courſe 

Thereby,to make what's gw1l,to be worſe > 

And,fince, by that, which lately wiitten was 

By me,no muſchief can be brought to paſſe, 

Unleſs, by accident befall it may, 

As when Heat melteth Wax,and hardens Clay, 
It ſeems hard uſage (therefore) to bethrown 

Into a Fail ; of all that was mine own, 

In my old Age diſpoil'd; ſhut up alone, 

Where,fick or well (attended on by none) 

I muſt in longeſt nights the hazzards take 

Of what may happen,ſleeping or aWake ; 

Not impudent enough,to beg of borrow, 

Nor having certainty of bread,to Morrow, 

If Charity thould fail : which,1s a caſe 

Much worſe, then ofc befalleth in this place, 

To Thieves and Murtherers : yer, this 1s not 

Here mention'd as repining at my Lot ; 

For,whereas I am onely lodged there, 

Where Murtherers and Thieves confined are, 

The Son of GOD, who for my Ranſome dy'd 

Was twixt a Thief and Myrtih'rer crocifi'd: 

And, in my preſent ſuff'rings I am eas'd, 

By being well afſur'd, that GOD is pleas'd 

With what befals ; andthat Iſhall at laſt 

Be fill'd with ſweetneſs, by what had a taſte 

Of Buterneſs at firſt ; and, that to them 

Who, me aud my endeavour now contemn, 

Things Way hereafter profitable be, . 

Which are at preſent, miſchievous to me. 
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Deſpiſed Inſtruments wi be of uſe 
To bring to mind, that which will help reduce 
Confuſion into order, when apply'd 
By Meekyeſs,and not ſpurned at by Pride; (Jeer'd 
And, things which by the world,as much were 
As Foſuab's Rams-horns,when he fit appear'd 
Surrounding Fericho, will bring about 
As great a Miracle, as then was wrought ; 
Though no Examples, yet, nor good advice, 
Nor private Admonitions make thole wiſe, 
Who have not Eyes to ſee, what they behold 
Nor Ears, to hear a Truth, when it is told. 

The hour is not yet come, which I expect 
May probably give this a goad effect. 
Bur, there are times wherein that will content 
For which, we ſhall at other times be ſhent. 
My Poem, tiled OPOBALS AMKUM, 
(Though) more offenfve, then my laſt, to ſome) 
The Commons(named the Long Parliament) 
Did winck at, without ſhow of diſcontent : 
Yea, though in plain terms, I made bold to tell 
Wherein, their faulty- members did not well, 
I, then (as inthe laſt) had ſo divided 
The Goats from Sheep ; and hadſo well provided 
To fave their honour, who leaſt gailty were 
That (though when 'that/firſt Poems, did appear, 
I was ts them a Priſoner,for telling 
What ſome of them to hear of, were unwilling) 
They me inlarged, and vouchſaf'd me more 
Reſpect in ſhow,then e're they did before. 
For, prudently obſerving, that the ſhame 
Which they in chief deſerv'd, who were to blame, 
Was upon all, without diſtinRion flung, 
(Till,unto thofe to whom it did belong, a 
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T had confin'd jt) not one word was ſpoken 
To me, which their diſpleaſute might betoken ; 
And, ſome good uſe was made,(though I confeſs 
Not very much) of what I did expreſs : 

And, when, by time, that out of mind was wore, 

I,had as little favour as before. ' 

And,ſfoI have had alſo,ever fince ; 

For, ſtill, ſome at my writings took offence, 

And more my wrongs, by one foe, one day,were 

Then all my Friends,could right in twenty year, 
I may have hope, the Commons before whom 

I muſt be try'd, as prudent will become. 

The Priviledge of WATERFORD affords, 

The Freedom of explaining their own words 

To all her Citizens. If my words are 

Allow'd but that Senſe onely, which they bear 

Grammatically, I no more deſire, 

So that my Poem be preſerv'd intire, 

And perfected with my laſt choughts thereon 

According to my mind when 'ewvas begun, 

For, no great credit gain thereby they ſhall 
Who weigh a matter, till they hear it all, 

And, they will much bewray their ignorances, 

Who heed not Cauſes, with their Circumſtances, 

There was before my Book, an Epigram 

Whereby, I wholly Vindicated am 

From that which is pretended ; and, I hear 
That will not be permitted to appear. 

Tf fo, I find it, there is miſchief meant 

Which I ſhall find a Mediums to prevent, 

Unleſs there be, in ſome an impudence 

Much more deſerving blame then my offence, 

That Epigram did evidently ſhew 

My Book, defigned for the private view 
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Of Clarenden, (appar wiſe and juſt, 
That, him; the my is pleaſed to incrult 
Ev*n with his wax ar to receive his Doom 
Before, that forth in Publick it ſhould come-; 
Becauſe, that, I was hopeful it might bring 
By means of hjym, ſome notions to the King 


Whereof his Wiſdom, would have made ſome uſe 


To further, what ſhall to his Weal conduce ; 
And, if that Ep:igrams concealed be 

It both diſhonours him, and injures me, 

For, lyable it makes him, to ſuſpect 

That, me, in ll deſigns, he doth protet ; 
The wrong to me 1s without precedent, 

Fox, e're I had exprefled what I meanc 

With my imperf2&t Poems, I was ſeiz'd ;; 
Accus'd of whatſoever others pleas'd, 

And here, unto an :gnomrnious Jail 
Commitred am #xheard, and witijout Bal, 

I hope for better uſage, when the Ring 

Of ſuf rings I have trod, till me it bring 
Before my , rs z (for what e're is thought) 
Their honour, I have not infring'd in ought. 
Their charge, againſt me, I,yet know not how 
May honeſtly be prov'd; bur, this kknow, 
The Houſe of Commons may much honour get 
By welt approving that which I have writ 
(Conhidering, I therein have appeal'd, 

To GOD, and men) if, it be not conceal'd, 
From open view, and muldts upon me laid 
For mentioning in przvate, what was ſaid, 
In publick by the People; who, thereby 
And, therein, are concern'd as much as I ; 
Becauſe, my purpoſe, in that Poems, tends 
To common good, without 2 ends. 
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And, if we to our ſelves, may not relate, 

Our thoughts in words, and them Communicate 

To Peers intruſted by the Supream Power, 

(For Preſervation of their peace and our) 

We are in danger, ſhortly,to bzcome 

The venieſt ſlaves throughout all Chriſtendom, 
Bur, (as I ſaid in that which was ſurpriz'd), 

The Prudent Commons, will be ſo advis'd 

When they with ſeriouineſs, have that per.ſed 

Whereby,they are ſuppos'd by me abuſed, 

That, finding none reproved 1ave onely thoſe, 

Who them in their debati»gs did oppoſe ; 

AnJ,that theylikewiſe (after next Oftober, 


Who were half mad in June) wiſe,and grown ſober, 


Will mend their former manrers, and become 
As helpful, as they have been troubleſome ; 
Both Parties then, will, peradventure be 
Thenceforth, as fully, reconcil'd to me 
As TI toall men am ; an4,what was not 
Ill-meant, (hall be well taken, or forgot, 
If, it be ſo; It will a Symprome prove 
Of an abatement,af not of remove, 
Of ſome oppreſſions,to pxepare the way 
For what's reſerv*d,untill ano. her day. 

But, to what end 1s this Apologre ? 
Not meerly, from this place wherein I he, 
Tofree my Perſon ; or, from that, which may 
To me betajl upon my Tryal-day, 
No; thoſe effects,mult from an abler ſpirir 
Proceed : All I can ſay.or do, or merit, 
To add a contnbution thereunto, 
$9, littlz,will ro ſuch a putpole do, 
Thar, rather, provoke more my Foes, Ithall 
An4 deeper, into theu Gilpleature fall : 

X For, 
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For, *tis not pleading in the fitteſt Seaſon 
> A Righteow Cauſe, with Arguments Reaſon; 
' Nox 1s it our well-doing/; or our ſaying 


The Truth ; nor Preaching ; not unto them, Praying; 


Nor our long-ſuff rings ; nor (when paſt they are) 

Good ſervices to them, how great ſo er'e, 

That ſo much moves, as Flattery,making Friends, 

Large Gifts, and ſerving of their preſent ends. 

1, therefore, have but an occaſron took 

Thereby, to mention ſomewhat, yet unſpoke 

A Nobler Cauſe concerning then mine own, 

(And whereon, Words will herter be beſtown) 

Wholly to GOD committing the ſucceſs 

Make that,the chief aim of what I expreſs. 

For, hearing what is done, (by common Fame) 

And partly knowing, that, oblig'd I am 

Not by my Nat'ral faculties alone, 

On me conferred for that end,(or none) 

But,alſo,by my Chr:iftiauiy, 

(And, not a lictle, by a Moral-Tie) 

To ſpeak, and write, and do the belt I may, 

To bring them who are out, into their way ; 

And, lleexpreſs, what e're to that effe& 

I do believe may tend ; without reſpect 

To Perſons of a high or low degree ; 

Or,any Powers on Earth, who e're they be, 
Councils and Parliawents, and Soveraign Kings, 

I do acknowledge to be Sacred things, 

Whoſe Reputation, whillt (at leaſt) they are 

In being, ought with con(cientious care 

To be preſerv'd ; becauſe on them depends, 

That, which to publick woe or welfare tends. 


Yet, He, from whom all Powers their Being had, 
And they,for whoſe ſakes onely they were made - 
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Ought ſo to bepreferr'd, chat,nought be wav'd 
Whereby theit dues,and honours,may be ſav'd, 

We have oft ſeen and felt, in our own times, 
That, they of ſuch Confuſiors, and ſuch Crimes 
Hath been the cauſe at leaſt in letring in 
Much more deſtruQtive Plagues,then all the Sin 
Of Privare Perſons ; and, that which we know 
Was her:tofore, may bg berefter ſo. 
Yea,may and will, in every Age grew worſe 
Unleſs there be proviſion of ſome courſe 
To regulate them ; and, ares conſeſſion 
(To Perſons qualified with diſcretion ) 
To mind them of their duties, who have dar'd 
When they to Publick places were prefer'd, 
Imploy thoſe Previledges as their own 
Which were for Publick ſervices beftown ; 
And,often do abuſe them, to the wrong 
Of them, to whom of right, they do belong, 

'Tis now high time,that Earthly Kings & Judges, 
Should wiſer grow; and uſe their Perviledges, ' 
To better purpoſes then heretofore : 

For, his great Kingdom, now is at the door, 

Which will deſtroy thoſe Emprres that begun 

In NIMROD.,and through various forms did run 
Until the T yraxmer, beginning than 

Shall have an end in that M:ſfterrone-man, 

Who,by the Dragoy, Scarlet-Whore and BEAST, 
(Though myſtically) truly 1s expreſt. 

Then,ſhall thoſe Tyrannies, and Uſurpations 
Whereby he, long time, hath oppreſt the Nations, 
And therewith, everyBranch that ſprung therefrom, 
Linto an everlaſting Ruine come ; 

Though ſome of them are ſeemingly Beſainted, 
And with fair ſhewes of Holimeſs Bzpainted, F 
| or, 
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For, I believe Cdn? it doth peer 

To few men, yet) Divene Records declare 

Aſwell the Terms of NIMROD'S Emperies 

As of Myfteriows Babels Tyrannies, 

Whoſe time, Six hnadred ſixty fx is known 

To number out : and, which muſt be ov'rthrown 

With that,from whence it ſprung, when ripe 'tis 

That,to be All :n all, GOD, may be known. (grown, 

And (as I've oft inferr'd) they, who belong 

To that »ew Empire, which will then grow ſtrong, 

Shall no way need their Perſons, to ingage 

By v1olent Altings ; bat, to bear the rage 

Of their oppoſers with a patient heart ; 

For, ſ»f*r:ng onely,will be their chief part. 

And, he who in the Aſyrre» hoaft did ſmite 

Fourſcore five thouſand Perſons, in one night, 

Shall by the Pow'r and vertue of his Word 

Perform that work, without their hand or ſword. 
The CU P of Formcation,lo bewitches 

With love of Pleaſmres, Honours, and of Riches 

The great men of the Earth, that, they think none 

Are ſober men, unleſs they dote upon 

Thoſe YVamties, and proſecute thoſe Ends 

To which, their Polecy and Power tends, 

Until they grow as mad or drunk as they; 

And, then perhaps, for wiſe men,paſs they may. 

As David ſayes, They will not Anderfland ; 

They will not heed what GOD hath now in hand ; 

Bur, obftinately till adhere tq thoſe 

Who,tempt them on, unto their ov*rthrowes, // 

Till Ruine comes : For, they are not aware%./ 

How cheated by thoſe Mowntebanke they are ; 

Nor how thoſe Paraſites increaſe their ſtore, 

Ev'n to exceſs, by making of them poor : _ 
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Nor heed they, how, theſe cauſe them to deſtroy 

Thoſe men, by whom they ſafety might enjoy 

With Love and Honour, if they did not lend 

Their Ears to thoſe, who no Good-men befren'd. 
They ſhut their Eyes, and therefore cannot ſee 

Into what dangers they approaching; be ; 

And,thoſe as much they hate who croſs their will- 

To ſave them, as if they did come to kill, 

That, which they call, the” Reaſon of the State, 

Too far infiſted on, is often that | 

Which proves the bane of Kingdoms ; & yet ill 

Either falſe Prophets, Prieſts, er their ſelf-will 

Therewith beſots them;though they have bin told, 

What thereon hath enſu'd in-times of old 

When, Princes, GOD's dire&ions had deſpis'd; 

And acted that, which their own nearts devis'd* 

Although they by experiments had ſeen, 

What, of their Policres, the fruits have been. 
Theſe were of old examples : Sel, thereby 

Deprived was of Life and Soveraignty. 

King So/omon,by ſomething like that Knack 

(To pleaſe his Wives) in honour ſuff'red Wrack. 

ho frouen though, GOd promis'd him, 

And to his ſeed, a laſting Diadem, 

By that State-policy, whereby he ſought 

To keep the Throne, the loſs thereaf was wrought, 

chu, regardleſs of GOD's promiſes 
he ſame courſe following, had the like ſucceſs, 

Hrgh places, Altars, Groves, and Priefts of Baal 

Were chief occaſions of King Ahab: fall, 

The bringing of the Gods of Edoms home, 

In hope that they a ſtrengthning might bacome 

Unto his Kingdoms, was the overthrow 

Of Amazaab, and of many moe. 

State 
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State-Policy,made Fudahb's King contemn 

The Prophets Counſel, when Feruſalem 

Was firlt deſtroyed, and the Jews inflaved od , 
Who, might then, from that Bondage have been 
And, they who. truly ſought their preſervation 
Reputed were (as now) Foes to their Nation, 
Diſloyal to their King, ſciz'd as ſupitious, 

And puniſhed as Factious or Sedirious, 
State-Policy, caus'd breaking of that Oath 

For which GOD was with Zedekyjahb wroth, 

And punithed in ſuch a S:gnal wiſe 

That he loſt both his Ki»gdom and his Eyes : 

And, Policick enlarging of Poſlefſhons 

Or Power, by loading Nations with Oppreſſions, 

To further State-Deſigns (until it wracks 

Their Loyalties,and then their patience cracks) 
Hath been, and will be, in all times, and Nations, 
The cauſe of Wars, Rebelhons, deſolations 

And changing Governments : But, now ere long 
When human Policy, hath made moſt trong 

The MISTRIS of Terreſtrial Potemtates, 

By Counſel,Strength, and by Confederates, 
Combin'd as they intend (and when their awwghe 
Hath raiſed Expedation to the height) 

Then; She, and They, ſhall be unto each other 

A mutual Plague, and be deftroy'd rogether, 

With ev'ry Perſon, Family, and Nation; 

Which is a Member of that Corporation : 

And then, thoſe PEDLERS who are now {o jolly, 
Shall, packing up the Tokens of their folly 

Run to ſeek out where they their heads may-hide, 
From that, whereby, they ſhall be terrifi'd. 

Let him, that hath an car t0 hear this hear it; 
Let proud men tremble ; Letthe mighty fear it ; : 
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And let the Meck, rejaxce ; For, GOD will twrn 


Their Sorrows into Gladneſs, who now Morn, 
It is not only, now, of muck behoof, 

But, neceflary too, that ſharp Reproof 

eAdvice and Admonition, ſhould be given 

To all Eftates and Princes under Heaven, 

Yea, and particularly be apply'd 

— ſome, and in ſome caſes, when aſide 

They from the way of ſafety, fray ſofar 

That, te apparant danger, nigh they are ; 

(How ere they take it, or what ever (hall 

Thereby, to their Premoniters befall) 

Becauſe, by States, if wickedly inclin'd, 

The greateft Plagues do fall upon mankind. 
This made Ekia's to become ſo bold 

When Ahab, of his wickedneſs he told 

Unto his face ; and when, to like intenc, 

A Writing, he to King Fehoram ſent, 

This, to reprove King Aſa, without dread, 

The SEER Hanan encouraged. 

This, made the Propher Same! ſo to School 

King Sax, that in eftgt, he call'd him Fool ; 

And, Febnthe Bape:ft, ſpeak as plainly too, 

Of Herod, as now they term'd Quakers do 

To ſome with us : This, alſo, did induce 

Kins David, who obſerved the abuſe 

Of Comrts and (owncils, to cry out on them 

To this effe&t ; how long ! will ye condemn 

The poor and Innocent ? long ! oppreſs 

The man, afflided, and the Fatherleſs ? 

How long ! will ye unreghtemuſly neglett 

The cauſe that's juſt, tor perſonal reſpect ? 

Do Fuſttce, and vonchſafe compaſſion mare 

Hereafzer, then ye have done heretofore ; 
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For, (if it be not ) to R, RA known 
You walk in darkneſs ; you have overthrows 
The worlds Foundations ; wilfully inforce, 
All things to move out of their proper conyſe ; 
And, that, though GOD himſelf hath call'd you Gods 
A difference making (with nolittle odds) 
Twixt you and common men, yet, die you (hall 
Like them ; yea, die ſuch Death's, as did befall 
To wickgd Princes, whe, nnto their place 
Went down, with greateſt horror and diſgrace. 
Although ſuch rough Reproofs on tilken Ears 
Grate harſhly, and are thought by Flatterers 
To ſound like Blaſphemy : This in old times 
The Language was, in which great Princes crimes 
Rebuked were; This was the uſual mode, 
Till laviſh men, fear'd mortals more then GOD, 
Thus, David ſpake unto the Congregations 
Of mighty men ; Thus,through all Generations 
To thera ſhould Truth be told, as need requir'd, 
By thoſe who, to that purpoſe are oo ug 
Republicks, Kings, and Councils,Objetts are 
Of ſuch Reproofs,and ſo reproved were, 
And, bow inrag'd ſoever they are grown 
GOD, will be King: his pleaſure hee'l make known 
By whom ſoever he pleaſes, that their crimes 
May now, as well as in preceding tynes 
Reproved be; For, States and private men 
Are every Whit as guilty, now,as then, 
The ſame at this time, or, the like Omſſions, 
The like Exorbitanees, and Oppreſſions 
In this our Generation may be found ; 
And more and more, are likely to abound 
MF not prevented : for, the things we ſhould : 
WerKither do, ner ſutfer thoſe who would, 
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And, if we can but force men to profeſſe 
As we do, though againſt their Conſerences, 
We think we have ſecur'd them to our hide ; 
Whereas,when ſuch mensTruths come to be try'd, 
Who are for fear, or for advantage won 
To a&t whatis againſt their Conſcience done, 
(They, being both to GOD, and Mer unjuſt) 
In them, there's of all other, the leaſt truſt : 
For, how long ? or ts whom ? or unto what 
Will they be true, who Conſciece violate ? 
Doubtleſs, without a ſpeedy Reformation, 
It wholly, will corrupt this Gereration, 
Fit us for nothing, but, for what is Evil, 
And, to be ſerviceable to the Devil. 

As therefore 'tis unfit that ev'ry one 
Should States, reprove, 'tis as unfit that none 
Perform that Work, and brutiſh,to conceive 
That, GOD,the Worlds laſt and worlt Age,ſhould 
' Without Premomters ; or,that the dayes (leave 
Moft wicked grown, xequir'd not ſtranger Wayes 
Of Admomtion, then have been in uſe 
When, of GOD's Grace there was much leſs abuſe : 
For, Providence, that nothing doth omit 
Which,either Work or Seaſon, may befir, 
(Although, but little heed thereof be took) 
Hath lately, to this Generation ſpoke 
By many Prodigzes : Each Element , 
Hath very plainly Preached GOD's intent : 
Yea, many D:ſpenſations, which to us 
Seem to be wicked, or ridiculons, 
Have ſomewhat in them, which relates unto 
That, which we have done, or elſe ought, to do 
Or have Omirted ; or elſe to be S1pns 


Of that, whereto this /ater Age declines; # _. 
And, 
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And, that ſuch things K thoſe, in theſe aft Ages 
Should be, we have- Authentical Preſages. 

But, Viſions, Revelations, Propheſies 
, Or fuch like, now, the conmwm-vorce decries 
As at an end : which I,confefle,is true 
As they concern revealing Doctrines new 
To ſaving Faith relating : yet, of that, 
Which may concern the T emporarie State 
Of CHRIST'S Cherch Militant, or his Elett 
In Aitings or in Suf rings to dire&; 
Or, of «»folding Propheſies to them, 
Which wers ſeal'd up, till an appointed time, 
GOD, hath vouchſat'd in ſeaſon, Revelations 
As need required in all Generations, 
By whom he pleas'd ; and frequently, by ſuch 
As, by the world, were net eſteemed much. 

Some think, that nothing mericeth regard 
Save what by Ancient Prophets, was declar'd,, 
Who were immediately inſpir'd from Heaven, 
By ſpecial —_ and Commiſſion given, 
Be not deceiv'd ; the ſame Commuſſion, ſtill, 
Is extant with ns, under hand and Seal, 
In Execution to be put, by all 
Whom, for time being, GOD ſhall pleaſe to call 
To be his Prophets ; who, atwell may now 
As heretofore, be called from the Plow, 
From Herds, Fruugathering, Fiſhing, from a Trade 
Which, in the World ſmall reputation had, 
\ Or (as when Cluiſtianicy began) 
From being an extorting Pablican ; 
This, may believed be ; for, what is elſe 
Fhe meaning of that Scripture which foretells 
Their Sons and Davghters in the later times, 
Shoutd Propheſic? That,od men thould haveDreamr, 
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And young men Vifiens ? Mind too (if forgot 
It be) and know it, if you know it not, 
That every one, Who hath an Intereſt 
In CHRIST, is now, $ z»g, Prophet and a Prieſt, 
(Anointed, at renewing of his Birth, 
Todo him ſervices here upon Earth ; 
And ſtands oblig'd,as he occafion ſees 
Toexecute ali theſe three Offices 
According to the meaſure of GOD's Grace 
Beſtown,and in his proper T ime and Place ; 
And, theſe impower'd by his Commuſſions are 
To Parliaments, and Councils to declue, 
(Ar leaſt in general terms) what may prevent 
Diſhonouring God, or common Detriment ; 
And be Remembrancers, of (ach like things, 
As need requires, unto the greateft Kongs. 

Kings, alſo, ſhould have fill attending them 
Such SEERS, as to David in old time 
The Prophet Nathan was. But, in the ftead 
Of ſuch; Baffoens, or Jeſters do ſucceed, 
In Princes Courts ; by whom,they ſ8metimes are 
Inform'd of uſeleſs truths, by way of Jeer ; 
And, other while,perhaps,a formalliſt, 
$0 far as it Wvith Courtſhip may conhift, 
Will mind them of ſuch duties as they ſee 
By them perform'd ; but,ſuch as wholly be 
NegleQed , and by whoſe negle& they may 
Be quite deſtroy'd , they,not a word will ay. 

On many Kings ; their lies a heavy charge z 
Their Kingdoms are both Populous and large ; 
There, likewiſezare ſo many thouſand caſes 
Which do concern their Perſons, or their places » 
Or other men ; and ſuch a ferv there are 
To repreſent them to a Royal Eax 

And, 
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Ang, kkewiſe of thoſe _ there are ſo few 

Who repreſent unto them what is true, 

That, whilſt a freedom is allow'd to-none 

To ſhew them What's deftrucively miſdone, 

Or, what is fam'd; All theur Prerogateves 

May not ſecure theix Honours and theit hives: 

Eſpecially, at ſuch a time as this 

Whetein GOD ſearcheth after what's amiſle ; 

And, hath already, both begua to caſt 

Into his fiery Furnace, and to blaſt 

All Humane Wiſdom, Pow'r and Righteouſneſs 

(Yea all, wherein their confidence men place) 

That, they may know, all Ewxls do from them 

Proceed, and all things, that are good,from him. 
Moreover, that, which long hnce-was foxetold, 

Some of this Generation (hall behold, 

In differing States, and with as different Paſſions 

According to their differing Inclinations ; 

And by the Men, and wears the world deſpiſes, 

In ſpight of all that Hamaxe wit deviſes 

It ſhall be brought to paſs ; And,they who did 

Defend the nobleRt Cax/e,then, beſt ſhall ſpeed. 

Oblig'd,for theſe geſpects, is ev'ry one 

To do, what in his place is to be done, 

That GOD's Will, ſo far forgh as Power is given, 

May here be done on Earth,as 'tis in Heaven : 

|  Adafe condition, they are alwayes in 

Who truſt not in their merits ; hate their Sin ; 

And their endeavours labour to improve 

| In Faith,and Meckneſs, Patience, Hope and Love ; 

That this'may be effected, whatſoever 

It coſts them, in purſuing that endeavour. 

For, Priviledges of the Humane Nature, 

More Sacreg pre then thoſe of any Creature 

Beneath 


(54) 

Beneath the GODHEAD ; and,to all Mavkind 
He is a Traytor, who hath ought defien'd. 
Againſt that Imtereſt ; and therefore, I 
Vow, in defence thereof, to live and die, 

In order thereunto, I now employ, 
The Faculty and Talent Lenjoy, 
Which, GOD hath made proportionable to 
The works, and mer, with whom I have to do, 
That, which I ſuffer for, on this Account 
Was done ; By GOD's Commuſſion T have done't. 
If truth I write, I am no whit roblame, 
If it be falſe, I an Impoſter am ; 
And, let the Commons, when that next they meet, 
Deal with me for it, as GOD ſhall permit. 
I have diſcharg'd my Conſcience : And, if me, 
He will not ſave, I, ſaved will not be; 
Nor will I, in this Casſe plead one word more, 
Then, this, and what I've written heretofore. 

I kzow the World ; ſhe alſo knows hex own 
eAnd, we ſhall both ere long be better known : 
Mean while, this my Impriſonnent to me 
Will my Te:pſum noſce, prove to be, 
This alſo, and what's formerly expreſt 
OF me, and of this Age, will be a TEST. 
Now, Ile retire unto, my (elf, and fing 
To GOD, be glory ; and God ſave the King. 


They, who are wiſe will obſerve theſe things ; 
and ſhall underſtand the Loving kindneſs of 
| the LORD, Pſal.104.43. 
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Another Meditation in Newgate, ſomewhat 
alluding to this old verſe in Seneca, 


Nunguam non Poteſt, eſſe Virtutt locus, 


Which implies, that no Place, or Time can 
diſadvantage an Honeſt-man. 
(Places, 
Here's dif'rence in the ſelf ſame Times and 
As GOD confeneth, or withdraws his 
Or, as our Cauſe is; or, as we ſhall find (Graces ; 
Our heaxts, to be ought more or leſs inclin'd, 
To bring the Fleſh into a due ſubjecion, 
Uoto the Spirits DiRates and direRion. 
For, this Place, I perceive to be the ſame 
To me, which I unto my ſelf, now am, 
And, not that, which it 1s to moſt of them 
Who are with-me confined at this time, 
My Burthens(though as great)are made more 6ghr, 
Then theirs are unto them ; The day or night, 
Are no whit tedious ; nor unpleaſing make 
My ſleep, nor Cares renew,when 4 awake : 
uz, I as well contented am become, 
:n. all reſpects, as ev't I was at home ; 
Aifthough, as well by my [ztell:gence, . 
I. my Afflitions feel, as by my Senſe: (bitter, 
Fx, ev'n thoſe things, which in themſelves are 
T's cure Diſtempers, prove not onely fitter, 
But (weeter too, then that which in times palt 
Wes more defu'd, anddid moſt pleaſe my _ 
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The want of ſleep here, Ka of ſuch like things 
As elſe where, and at other Seaſons, brings 
Pain to the Fleſh, and to the Soxl vexations, 
Are either made to.me ſweet Recreations, 
Or give Inſtruttion, in another mode, 
And more effeRually,then things abroad. 
Laſt night, as in my Bed Imufing lay 
How Time and Life, and all things paſs away ; 
How needleſly our ſelves we vex and pother, 
Deſtroy, afflict, and perſecute each other ; 
What coſt, and pains,and time, we ſpend to build 
That, which will in a little while be ſpoil'd ; 
And, how, the quiet of our lives we trouble 
About our ſtraftures of wood, ftraw and Rubble ; 
Which,when our ſeveral Fiery Tryals come, 
Will into ſmoke and Aſhes,quite conſume ; 
It made me take into confideration 
What I had Bailt, and upon what Foundation, 
That, I my ſelf, might x Snot be ſecure 
Although my Works, the flame ſhould not endure. 
And, thereof, having an affurance got 
The loſs of all my Works diſturb me not : 
For, I, a thoufand times more pleas'd am grown 
With: on whom I Build, then with mine own, 
My Sox/ then, (which in her complantings, 
Flies like an Eagle mounted on her wings 
Through wayes ,which to no other can appear) 
To various Objetts, ſcatter'd here and there, 
Her Flights direRting ; at the laſt deſcri'd 
That Flame, whereby the works of men are try'd; 
To which, mine Eye of Contemplation turning, 
To ſee each ſingle humane firatiure burning, 
It was to me, a much more pleaſing fight 
Then Bon-fres on a Solemm Day at night 


When - 
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When young and old men round them in a Rin 
Do fit and hear a Fidler play and fing; (yielde?, 
And, *mongf all things, which to the Fire then 
The Paper works which have been lately builded 
Did make the greateſt Blaze ; and-to tne eyes 
Appear'd to be the beſt Burnt-ſacrifice 
That had been off red in this Age by men, 
By,at the leaſt, nine and a half inten ; 
Becauſe,they have a prime occafion been 
Both of our preſent Plagues, and of much Sin: 
And, griev'd I was not, that, ſome of mine own 
Mult into that refimng fire be thrown , 
For, though that uſetul they might be ſome way, 
Much of them, have (I fear) too much alay. 
There are among our Papers-Edifices, 
Some uſeful, ſan&ifh'd,and harmleſs Peeces 
Which may be helpful to preſerve thoſe Notions 
Whereby, our Faith, our manners and Devotions 
May be improved, and likewiſe to clear 
The Lanthorn,which the ſaving Light doth bear, 
From thoſe bedawbings, which the Foggs of Time, 
And miſts of /gnorance, have made ſodim, 
That,many things, it very dubious makes 
And doth occaſion manifold miſtakes : 
But,they are buried (o in heaps of traſh, 
So choakt, with intermixed Balderdaſh, 
And, ſo ſuppreſt by them who hate the Light, } 
(Or, perſecute the Authors with deſpight) 
That, they are but like here and there a ſpark, 
Which lies at Bopeep, twinckling inthe dark ; 
And, would þe quite quencht,if not oft reviv'd. 
By him, from whom, they were at firſt deriv'd, 
Yet Ver; the Fire which in a at's y-Pit, 


Was hid) although ſuch ſparks be clouded, yet 
H They 
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They will break _ x's kindled by the blaſt 
Of GOD's out-breathings, raiſe a flame art laſt, 
That ſhall quite burn up, thoſe huge Piles of vain 
And Peſtilent contrivements of the Brain,(Tinder 
For, they are, and have long time, been the 

Of Pride and Laſt;and Diſcord, They, dohinder 
The Pablick, Peace ; The growth of Tr#th and Love 
They do obſtrut ; All wickedneſs promove, 

And all Prophaneſs ; Ignorance they cheriſh, 
Deſtruftive Animohtes they nouriſh : 

Yea, have ſo fill'd the world with Books of hes, 
Patcht up with forged probabthties, | 
That, 'tis impoſſible the Time ſucceeding 

Should know the Truth of any thing by reading, 
Without a more then common Intelle&t 

Or, ſome Divine Alliftance to dire. 

For, they have put on moſt things,ſuch diſguiſes, 
That, Yertnes, hardly can, be known from Yices, 

Or Truths from Hereſies, or wit from folly, 

Or things prophane diſcern'd from what is holy ; 

Nor cheating Sophiſtries, from ſoundelt Reaſon, 
Nor Right from wrong, nor Loyalty from Treaſon ; 
Nor Reprobates from Saints ; nor Samts from De- 
Nor ſaving Doctrines from deſtroying Evils, (v:ls, 
Except ſome help which hath vouchſafed been 
From GGD, (hall much impreve the Light withiy. 

This now thitanding, pleaſed be to know, 

(Although there is to-them pronounc'd a Woe 
- whom offences come) it fitting were 
That, if an Ez4/ be, it ſhould appear : 
And, (fince GOD doth permit tt for Probation 
That good and evil in each Generation 
Sholdu manifelt it ſelf ) that by the Crimes 
Or others, men Approv'd may know the Times, 
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We with a ſan&tified LE heed chem(rhem 
And, to thoſe ends improve them when we read 
For which they were permitted. Thus,from Atts 
That evil are,the prudent man extracts 
Good uſes, as Phyſitians whenit needs, 
Extracteth Phyhck out of poyſonous Weeds, 
Thus far, my Muſe before I was aware 

Had rambled ; But, Ile caſt the Lure up, here, 

Theſe, & ſuch thoughts as theſe,me waking kept 
Whilft, many Dream'd of other things,and ſlept. 
This, of the laſt nights MMuſings,portion was ; 
(Which,if you pleaſe, may for a /7ſon paſſe) 
And, when the morning came, thus, into. words 
I put, as much as memory affords, 


Newgate,the 27th. day 
of the 7. Moneth, 166rs, 


A Meditation, occaſioned by the ſame Pri- 
ſoners calling to mind , Jeremzes Pro- 
hecie to Ebed-melech, the Blackmore, 

| mag 39.15. 


[| Am oblig'd,as much as I an able, 

To be to other men as comfortable 

As they have been to me ; and, though (as Joh» 
And Peter ſaid long fince) Gold I have none 
Nor ſolver) what I have, 1 will repay, 

And, that, perhaps, may uſeful be ſome way. 
VWnat was Ebed-melech, but, one of thoſe 


Vlho, Nationally, were etteemed Foes, 
Dd. H 2 To 
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To GOD, and.to his C oP ? Which way,can we 


By what is writ of him, advantag'd be 

More then by other Common Hiſtories, 

If, from what's mention'd in ſuch PeopheSes, 

We may;not with good watranty,apply 

The ſame rewards of Faith and Charity, 

(To ev'ry man in every Generation) 

Which was recorded by the Fewiſh Nation, 

Both to infuſe and warrant,the ſame hope 

Which was confirmed to this c/£thrope ? 

But,doubtleſly we may ; fince,for our learning 

For our direction, comfort and forewarning, 

All thoſe things,principally, were ordain'd 

Which, in the holy $criptures are contain'd, 
This perſon, repreſents to us,our Rate 

By nature, and as men regenerate. 

The life of Jeremiah he preſerved, 


Who, elſe, within a Da»geon had been ſtarved : 


Him, forth out of a /orhſome Pit he drew, 
When, nor Prince, Peer, or Prieſt, nor any Jew 
To him vouchſafed mercy : he,alone, 

Did more then any /ſra'/ite had done, 
Altholigh a Gexizle, and a Courtier too, 
Who, ſeldom, works of Charity, will do, 
And, this, was ſo accepted of the LORD, 
That by the ſelf ſame Prophet, he ſent word 
(Ev'n whilſt that he derain'd in Priſon was 
As I am now) that, when upon the place 
Of his abode, the dreadful Cos foretold 


Inflited was, he ſhould the ſame behold ; 
And, that, to him, on their deſtruction day 
His life, ſhould be vouchſafed, for a prey. 
This S1gnal Mercy to my mind was brought, 
In this p/ace, periunently, (as I thought) 


yl n 
Way, 
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Why, from this Pateyn therefore, may net I 

Who, for declaring truth, impriſon'd lie, 

Shew forth-that mercy which I have receiv'd 

And whereby, I am hitherto repriev'd 

From what to me, might probably have been 

As bad,as that which Feremy was in ? 

For, Age and Poverty, in ſuch a place, 

Might quickly have deftroy'd one in my cafe, 

My Soul, for this ( ompaſſion, praiſe thou hins 

Who hath vouchſafed it ; and blefle thou thems 

My gracious GOD, who were the Inftruments 

In that, which my deſtruRton here prevents : 

Although,they of a forraign Nation are not 

They, Neighbouirs, Kinſmen,or Familiars were not 

Bur all of them (except a very few) 

Such, as untill of late, I neither knew 

In Perſon,or by name ; ſome of them be 

In judgement alſo,diftering from me 

In ſome points; which, infallibly doth prove 

Their Farth is true, and perfected by Love. 
Their Charity. (This I dare boldly ſay) 

GOD, will reward, upon their Tryal day ; 

And, in thoſe future dreadful YV:ſirations 

Which, likely are, to come upon theſe Nations 

Preſerve their lives, to ſee them, who opprefle, 

Receive their portions with the arr 

As ſure,as I yet live, it will be thus; 

Or, they, at leaſt, when Chrift calls them,with us, 

Before his TJudgement-throne ; _ will be 

What they have here vouchſafed unto me ; 


For, mercy, though extended to a Beaff 

{Much more to man) with ſome reward is bleſft, 
And, though I were a more unworthy wretch 
Then was by Niuure, that Ebed-melech, 


et, 
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Yet, foraſmuch,; as me you have received 
As one of Chriſts Diſciples, and relieved, 
(What er'e I am) he, Charity regards, 
And, they, accordingly ſhall have rewards. 


Newgate, Sept.26. 1661, 


 — 


An Antidote againſt Fear, compoſed upon 
the Citizens being unexpectedly in Arms, 
Sept. 28, 1661, atnight. 


(GP: keep all ſafe abroad; I'm in my Bed, 
And, ſee no danger yet, or cauſe of dread. 
Emanuel my ProteQor is become, 

He, keeps all Panmck-fears out of this Roome, 
And, though the Devil and my Foes together 
Confederated, they can bring none hither, 
Here's nought, that any way doth me diſeaſe, 
Unleſs, it be a few poor ftarveling Fleas, 
Which, I perceive are more afraid of me, 
Then cauſe I have of them afraid ts be : . 
For, if I do but ſhrugg, where it doth itch, 
They skip into a hole, and there they couch. 
No Thief, I think, to rob me dares appear, 
Within theſe Walls, the Gallowes are ſo near ; 
And, likewiſe, I believe, *cis known full well, 
I've nought to /oſe, nor ought for them to ſteal. 
I no Back-biters had, fince to this houſe 

I my Commutment had, except, #ne Louſe 

Which now is dead, (not having left behind 

A ſon or daughter, that I yet can find) 

And, 
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And, though I were En with a ſcore 
(As here, ſome are oft-times with many more) 
I am afſur'd, my Landreſs hath a gift 
To rid them; and it is a cleanly ſhift. 

I do ſuſpe&, that, thus it doth not fare 
With all men, who rejoyce that Iam here; 
But, that, although they ſpeak big words and grin, 
They have more fears without them,or within; 
And, that, ſome thouſands who yet walk the ſtreet 
With more, and with worſe miſadventures meet : 
For, Terrors are abroad, and ev'ry where 
It doth in La»guage,or in /ooks appear. 
I, juſt now, hear a tound like to Alarms ; 
Drums beating, and th{attering of Arms ; 
I (as they paſs along, heM'Souldiers voyces, 
Words of Command, and Military Noiſes, 
' Which, by the time, and darkneſs of the night, 
Doth many of the Neighbour-hood affright, 
And makes me think (although I cannor tell 
What is amiſs) that, all things go not well. 

What ſhould the matter be ? 1 hope, the men , 
Whom we ſaw dead, are not alrve agen ; 
For, though I live yer, (and live longer may) 
I did expect to riſe, aſſoon as they. 
Moſt hoped, they, er'e now ſhould have been free, 
From that, wherewith diſturbed they till be 
But, many ſee, here's dayly an increaſe 
Of whar, may more infringe the Commun-peace, 
The Citizens, I hear, ſtrict watch do keep 
This night, in Arms : I hope, were they aſleep 
We (ſhould be ſafe ; and that, this will hereafrer 
Yield much leſs cauſe of ſorrow, then of laughter : 
For, all our Faftions are now of each other 


Þ fearful, that they'l hardly come tovether, 
| Unleſs 
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Unleſs affrighted in the dark they are, 
And fall foul on each other, unaware,  ( leas'd) 

Men might(if there withall they could be 
Of pains and coſt and troubles, be much eas'd, 
(With much more ſafety, and more, honour too) 
Yet, make no mght Alarms as now they do. 
He, that's a pious,and an honeſt liver, (Quiver, 
Needs not the Mores Bow, nor the Parthians 
Nox, to be ſingly, much leſs double garded : 
For, Imocence 1s by it ſelf, well warded ; 
And, when ſhe's moſt maliciouſly ſurrounded, 
Then,ſooneſt, her Oppreſſors are confounded, 
Of all the Foes, that are,or ever were, 
There's none ſo bad, or @hgerons as Fear - 
For, it not onely many a Man dſtreſſes, 
When Pleity, Power, and Hoxoxr, he poſleſles, 
(And all the pleaſures of his life deſtroys, 
Whilſt ev'ry thing he ſeemingly enjoyes) 
But, makes Plagues alſo, which will never come 
To be a greater torment unto ſome, 
Then they are, or, then they can be, if all 
Whereof they are afraid, ſhould them befall. 

Moreover, it is ſuch a foe as none 
Can eaſily eſcape when ſeiz'd upon, 
Nor Power nor Policy, nor Walls of Braſſe 
To keep it out, can ttrengthen any place ; 
Nor Fleſh and Blood, by Sratagem, or Ginn 
Expell it can, when it hath broken in. 
| Were all the #ealth and Weapons 1n the Land, 
And a!l the People, at one Mans Command, 
They could not fortifie his heart from fears ; 
For, Terrours will creep in ev'n at the ears, 
And paſſage make through ev'ry other Ho 


In ſpight of all reſiſtance and defence, 
That 


C 
That Fear is ſuch a 39. Iwell know 
For I have felt it; though I do not now, 
SAVe, as a natwral paſſion; which, if well 
We moderate, is, what a Sentinel 
Is toan Army ; and by Fleſh and Bload, 
Though, poſſibly, it cannot be withkood, 
(Eſpeciafly, when by a wi/fml Sing 
Againſt Good Conſcience ated, it breaks in 
And growes inraged) yet, by Grace-we may 
Subdue it ; And, this, is the only way. 
Take Fear and Love, well tempered together, 
(As much, as may ſufficient be of either) 
Fire quencheth Fire; The ol of Scorpions, heals, 
The Scorpions ſting ; and, if, of all things elſe 
You would be fearleſs, you muſt fear GOD, fo 
As man ought ; Do; as to be done unto 
You would expe&, and to that Fear,add Love ; 
For, Love expelleth ev'ry other Fear 
(If placed on right ObjeRs,and fincere) 
Plucks vp all Yices, and plants in their places 
Habitual Yertses, and Celeſtial Graces. 
The Love of GOD, with Fil:al Fear begins, 
And with a deteftation of all fins. 
The knowledge of our Natural Eftate, 
In us, Defires to cure it will Create, 
The Love of GOD in Chr;ft, then, being known, 
(And; what,when we incurable were grown 
He hath done for us ) will more Love beget 
If we no falſe ſuggeſtions do admit ; 
That Love, will alſo, dayly Rtronger grow 
If we GOD's nature truly learn to know. 
And, not as Eve did, him ſuſpe& of Evil; 
Aſcrib2 to him, what's proper to the Dewi ; 
I Suſpe&t 
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SuſpeR the Prowgſes which-he doth give us ; 
Nor think that he intendeth todeceive us. 
For, if we love him, we will then believe him, 
In all his Attributes due Glory,give him, 
We then will do, and not diſputing Rand, 
Of that which he forbids, or doth command. 
Not fear, nor ſtagger, from that Reſolution 
(Whoever councermands their execution) 
Bur, love him ſo, as having underſtood 
That all his Works, and his Commands are good - 
So love him, that, we love his whole Creation, 
Nought hating, but-what's his abomination. 
We will not then permit Humaxe Tradition 
With his known will, to ſtand in competition ; 
Lay bonds on them, whom he from Bondage frees ; 
Charge him, with-Ord:naxces and Decrees 
Which he did never make ; but forged were 
By him, who, layes for ev'ry Soul a ſnare ; 
Or,by his Iyſlruments, whote Merchandizes 
And Porp, are much advanc'd by thoſe deviſes : 
We will nor, when he graciouſly invites, 
To n——_— reject hum with deſpughts, 
And, foes implacable, to them appear 
Who zealous of their Weal and $afery are. 

Theſe are the #ell-ſprings of thoſe many errors 
Diſtractions, miſeries, and Pannick Terrours 
Which are amoug us. That,which chiefly hgre 
Begetteth rrowbles and augmentesh fear, 

Is,want of ſuch a Fear, and ſuch a Love, 

As may b2come eftectual to impiayes 

Thoſe Judgements & theſe Mercigs, Which our eyes 
Have ſeen; & whereby,(though we ſee GQD tryes 
Theſe Nations to this day) nor Prixce, nor Peer 
Nor Prieſt not Peopie,doth as yet appear _ 
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So mindful as they A. . to be of that 
Which, was, for, or againſt them, done of late : 
Nor ſee Iany Fri which thence proceeds,  * 
Save Thorns & Brambles, Thiſtles,tares or weeds, 
But,they who ſtop their Ears and hut their Eyes, 
Againſt thoſe Wonders and thole Pyodrgies, 
Which have been lately ſent to ſtartle them 
From that ſecurity, wherein they Dream; 
And they who are not much diſpleas'd alone 
With Pablication of what God hath done, 
But,alſo with his #erd ; ſhall ſee and hear, 
Thoſe things,ere long, with trembling.& with fear, 
Which will not be concealed ; but, befall 
So openly,as to be known to all. 
Theſe, have the cauſes been, that Chriſtendons 
Is lately, an Acheldama become ; 
For, theſe are thoſe things, which advance the 
Of Antichriſt,and make way for the T»rks. (Works 
Let us repent therefore, whilſt we have ſpace, 
Leſt Fields of Blood, be turned to Golgotha's, 
Ler us,in this our Viſitation day 
Give ear unto GOD's Yace,whilft yet we may; 
Not like Byuir Beaſts purſuing one another, 
But, lincking faſt in Charity together, 
Be reconcil'd to GOD, With Loving-awe 7 
For, that ſums up the Goſpel, and the Law, 
Do this, and if of ought you fearful be, 
Let all,that you can fear,fall upon me, 
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A ſhort Excuſe , rendering- ſome Reaſons 
.” why this Priſoner makes no Adrefles for 
« his Releaſe , to great Perſons for their 


Favour in his Cauſe. 


Am inform'd, by men of good report, 

That, there axe Nobte Perſ"nages in Conrt 
Who hate Injwſtice, and, are of ther Tribe, 
Who love not baſeneſs, flattery,or a Bribe ; 
And, that, ſhould I my ſelf to theſe Adrefle, 

I might perhaps obtain a quick releaſe, 
'Tis poſhible ; But, I may much indanger 
Their Qwiet; and,am now grown ſuch a ſtranger 
To Conrtfhip, that I cannot Complement, 
Or,a& effecually,to that inten ; 
Nor think it prudence (were I mov'd that way) 
To ſeth a Needle,in a Truſſe of Hay. 
'Tis not my Principle (though other while 
I have been over-xuled, to beguile 
My underſtanding) that courſe to endeavour ; 
And, having found it unſucesful ever 
Reſolve now (be it for my gain or loſs) 
To fgnifie my Canſe, to them in groſle, 
In open Gomrts, to whom it doth. belong, 
To be my Judgesof what's Tight or wrong : 
For, if impartially, they will not hear 
My cauſe at large, and do me Juſtice there, 
I will not be oblig'd to any one » 
To dd for private ends, what ſhould be done, 
For Fuſtice-ſckg ; becauſe,where one man thall 
Be 10 cortupt,it may corrupt them all; tl 
nd 
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And in each Caſe, by = for unjuſt ends, 
They may Bribe one another for their Friends, 
As heretofore they did, and,as they may 
Hereafter, whatſoever I do or ſay, 

Not much efteem of any thing I make, 

Which other men, can either give or take. 
Nor Safety, Wealth, or Honour pleaſeth me 
But that which will inſeparable be 
From me ; and which I may attain unto, 
And, alſo keep, whethet men will or no. 
Vertue's the Fountain whence txue honour ſprings; 
Not Popes, Grand Segniors, Emperors of Kings, 
For, what they give to make men Honourable, 
To me appears to be ſo deſpicable (ir 
That, though moſt men,do their chief darling,make 
If they would give it me, I would not take it : 
Whart,is there likely for me to be done, 
By thoſe, who ſuch-like Baubles dote upon ? 
I, never hitherto,a kindneſs nad 
By any Friend, which I my ſelf have made ; 
But, by ſuch onely, as God had inclin'd 
(Without a by-reſpe& in any kin) 
To do me Faſtice, or to ſhew compaſhon, 
Mov'd by their own Heroick inclination : 
And, to that end, GOD, often heretofore, 
Hath from among meer ſtrangers, rais'd me more 
True Friends at need, my cauſe to undertake, 
Then I deſerved, or had pow'r to make ; 
And, as it me contented much the better 
So, thereby, was their honour made the greater, 
Moſt ſeek the Judge ; but, I believe his word, 
Who ſaid, The Fudgement cometh fromthe LORD ; 
And, vnto me, it ſeems an indirect 
eAſperſion, or a Symptom of ſ»ſpett, 
A Judge 


(20) 
A Tadye,in private to preoccupate, 

And,himby Friends, or Gifts to captivate ; 

For, in great Covnſels,men ſhould nothing do 

In love to Friends, or hatred to a Foe. 

I have obſerved,that, Judicial Courts 

Whether they be of godd or bad reports, 

(Or, whether, what 1s aRually there done, 

Seem juſt, or to the wrong of 'any one) 

Are guided by a Sprrit, which directs 

To what is alwayes R:ghteots,in reſpets 

Unto GOD's J«#t:ce, though perhaps it may 

A Humane Righteouſneſs infringe ſome way ; 
Or, though they, to whom Judgement is refer'd, 
Through [gnorance,or Wickedneſs,have err'd. 

He therefore,make no Friend, nor fear a Foe, 
But, when the COMMONS call me I will go 
To hear their Charge, for which I have begun 
To ſuffer, er'e *tis known what I have done ; 
That, leaſt I break or die before the time 
In which I muſt make payment for my crime, 
(If crime it prove) they, rather, overweight 
May lay ; then, that,which is a Dram too light ; 
For, puniſhments are uſually well paid, 

Though other debts till Dooms Day are delay'd : 
And, /xwocence, is oft purſued further 
Upon ſufpect, then real Theft or Mwrther. 

In that, for which unheard, ſome precondemn 
My Perſon hither ; I, TQ GOD do 
Whom it may moſt concern, Appeals have made 
Whereon, I ought a Tryal to have had 
Before I ſuff'red. My Appeal prefer'd 
To GOD, hath betwixt h1m,and we,been heard 
Within his Court of Conſcience in my heart ; 
Ang, there am quit of what may on his part 
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Be brought againſt me for what I have writ. 
He ſees it, though the world concealeth-it ; 
And,read it mult be by che, Commons too, 
Ev'n quite.chroughour (if Juſtice they will do) 
Before they cenſure it ; Needleſs it were, 
If juſt and conſcientious men they are, 
To Court them to their Dunies ; and ſoſtrong 
No Charm of mine can be, whereby a wrong 
May be prevented, if to take that ill 
They be reſolv'd, which flowed from Good-will, 
At all aduenture, wholly to the Laws, 
And to their Conſcience, Ile refer my Cauſe ; 
Alleage for my defence, what I can-ſay, 
And bear that, which will follow, as I may. 


AC onpeſure » for Ins private Refreſhment 
made by.the ſame P wt, upon conlidering 
the ſad outward Aonattion of hts Deareſt Re- 
lations in the Fleſh : after which ts added the 


Narrative of a ſudden aiflemper thereupon 
enſuing. 


M: Contemplation,ev'ry hour ſo travells, 

In new purſuits,and into all things Ravells 
With ſo much reltleſneſs, as if ſhe ment 

The whole world in a Mapp to repreſent, 

One while ſhe maketh'inrodes on my Foes, 

To bring me ſome Intelligence from thols ; 

That, 1 confid'ring what they go about 


Their malice, may the better weather-out, 
Ano- 
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Another whilezto me ſhe repreſents, 
What miſchiefes, troubles, fear and diſcontents 
There are abroad ; that, I may thereby ſee 
How,they are troubled, who have troubled me ; 
How *ewixt the two ſhoars, Pharobs Army reels ; 
How, GOD hath taken off their Charrer Wheels 
How, he obdures the Inſolent and proud ; 
How dreadfully, he looks out of the Cloud 
Which he hath placed, beewixt them andthoſe, 
Whom they purſue to their own overthrowes, 

Sometime, the brings to my conſideration 
GOD's Love, and inexpreſſible campatſion, 

Who, in anextraordinary wiſe, 

Nat onely hath vouchſated me ſupplies 
By thoſe who to my Perſon ſtrangers are, 

But alſo,with ſuch love and tender care 
Of my ſafe-berng, that I may of them 
(As Chriſt did, when his kyndred ask'd for him) 
Say, Theſe my kindred are ; Theſe,are my Mothers ; 
Thee art my real S Rers and my Brotbers, 

My Dear'ft Relations in the Fl:ſh,among 

Thoſe Friends, this day, red in the throng 

Fo be confides'd ; and, 1 mak confeſs 

My Bowels yo_—_ to think on their diſtrefle, 

And, mov'd with pitty, it compel'd my Muſe, 

To clothe.in words, that, which now next enſues. 


I 


All ff rings, that have tended 
To my probation, here, 
Cannot be comprehended 
In what my words declare; 
For, though to help expreſſion 
I have a kxowing ;ſenſe, 
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The ſum of my Condition 
Cannot be gathered thence. 


Hf 


In Pleaſures, and in Sorrows, 
I have had no ſmall ſhare ; 
Sad N:gbts, and joyful Morrowes, 
My Portion often were ; 
That, which with Joy attects me, 
Is far aboye the Ski, 
And, that, which yer atflits me 
As deepas Hell doth hie, 


III. 
My near'ſt, andadear'ft Re/atrons, 
Unmention'd though they be, 
Among my Meditations, 
Are not forgot by me. 
For, though I would not mind them, 
My heart, them ſo retains, 
That, there, I till ſhall find them, 
As long as life remains. 


IV. 
Leſt that might have miſcarry'd 
Which,to negele& I fear'd, 
Like one, quite dead and buried, 
I have to them appear'd : 
And by my late employments, 
Deſpaurful they are made, 
Of me, and thoſe enjoyments 


Which elſe, they might have had, 
% 
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V. 


Reciprocal Indearments, 
Are by my troubles croſt ; 

The means of their Preferments 
With my Eftate are loſt. 

Theſe times, have quite bereft them 
Of that which gave content, 

And, in their power nought left them, 
New mſchrefes to prevent. 


VI. 
My Bloſſoms are quite wither'd, 
My Leaves are much decay'd ; 
My Fruits, by thoſe are gathm'd, 
Who nothing for them paid ; 
I, from whom (when they need them) 
They ſhould ſupplies have had, 
Have neither Fraits to feed them, 
Nor boughes to give them ſhade. 


T1ik 


We could, when we were troubled, 
Each others hearts have eas'd; 
Converſe, our pleaſures doubled, 
When we with ought were pleas'd ; 
Such Comforts, now to give them, 
C 01panton they have none, 
But, they (what ere doth grieve them) 
Muſt fit, and grieve alone, 


VAI fn 


In Mercy, LORD, look on them, 
' Andpitty their Egate 


The 
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The wrongs thatT have done them, 
Proceeded not from hate ; 

I did, what I conceived 
Doth to thy work, belang, 

But, that's thereby bereaved, 
Whuch is to them a wrong, 


IX, 


Thereof, be therefore heedful, 
Them, favour not the leſs, 

Supply with all things needful, 
In this their grear diſtrefle ; 

And, when thou me ſhalr gather 
Out of this Land of bfe, 

Be thou my Childrens Father, 
A Huband to my Wife, 


X. 


When I with them muſt never 
Speak more, by Tongue or Pen, 
And, they be barr'd for ever, 
To ſee my face agen. 
Thy Loving kindneſs ſhow them, 
Loſt comforts to receive, 
Inſtead of what I owe them, 
And pay not whilt I live. 


X 1. 


Let all my former failings, 
Through frailties, in time paſt, 
And, what may cauſe bewailings, 
Quite out of thought be calt ; 
And, onely recordation 


Of thoſe things be expreſt, 
K 2 
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Whereby thetr conſolation 
May dayly he increaft, 


XII, 


Preſerve them frem each Folly, 
Which ripening into Sn, 

Makes Rot and Branch unholy, 
And brings deſtruction in. 

Let not this #orld bewitch them, 
With her beſotting Wine, 

But, let thy Grace innich them, 
With Faith, and Love Divine, 


XIII. 


And, whilſt we live together 
Let ns, upon thee call ; 
Help to prepare each other, 
For what, may yet befall 
So juſt, ſo faithful hearted, 
So conſtant let us be, 
That, when we here are parted 
We may all meet in thee, 


This being writ, and once or twice ſung over, 
My Reaſon, did ſufficient ſtrength recover 
Thoſe Paſſions to repell, which did begin 
Upon my heart wu time to break in ; 

But, ere they were alay'd,an Accident 

Fell out, which that good fluedid prevent ; 
T have ſo much of common Manlineſs, 
(Which might more profit me if it were leſs) 
That, all the frailties of the Haumane Creature 
(Co-incident ſince my depraved Nature) 
Still ſo attend me, that do what I can 
I fall into ciſtemper, now and then; 


And 
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And ere that day was wholly overpaſt, 
I, by a ſudden accident was caſt 
Into a Paſſion, which did give occaſion 
Of this enſuing ſad Ejacafatron, 

LORD, help me now ; aſſiſt me now, to bear 
That, unexpetted brunt of Hope and Fear, 
To which I on a ſuddain am expos'd, 
(Whilſt other miſchiefes have me round inclos'd) 
For, great and many, though my troubles be 
T hey, hitherto have not diſtemper'd me. 
But, now I feel my Conſtancy to ſhake, 
My Fleſh to tremble, my ſad heart ſo ake, 
That, if then doſt not ſpeedily apply 
eA Cordial, / may droop, and 7. and die, (you! 

My Treacherous Fleſh and Blood, how falſe are 
Tome, and to your own ſelves, how untrue ! 
How quickly to revolt do you begin ! 
How cowardly have you my Foe let in 
At his firſt ſummons > how have you conſpir'd 
To give him that advantage he deſir'd ? 
Ad whilft I for your ſafety did prepare 
Foyn to ſurprize me ere 1 was aware ? 
LORD, tet them not prevail ; but, help me rally 
My ſcattered Forces, and to make a ſally 
On thoſe who my weak Citadel beſer : 
For they have ſeiz'd but on my Out-works yet, 
And, if but over me, thou pleaſe to hover, 
(Though at a diſtance ) I ſhall ſoon recover. 
Therefore, at this Aſſault, for me appear ; 
From me, this Black Cloud, by thypreſence,clear ; 
Renew my comrage in this day of trouble ; 
Increaſe my Faith, my former Hops redowble ; 
eAnd let thy Spirit reach me ſo to pray, 
That what } ſhall requeſt, obtain I may, 
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Be likewiſe pleas d the chat nts s of the Swallow, 
And mournings of the Turtle,/s to hallow ; 
That thoſe things which & e now expreſſ'd by me, 
May be bath acceptable unto thee, 
And unto thoſe who hear them not in vain, 
Though to my private ſuff* rings they pertain: 
For peradventure, that which me oretakgs 
Hath partly been permitted for their ſakgs ; 
That they,by heeding what on them at length 
May fall, might by my weakneſs gather Irongth : 
For,what 15 1n it ſelf a ſingle Trouble, 
By circumſtances, may be | kn double. 

My beſt Friends peradventure, now will wonder 
How, I am thus, as with a clap of thunder, 
Struck ſuddenly ; and my Foes, with a icoff 
Will Jeer, to ſee me ſo ſoon taken off 
From my late courage and high Reſolution, 
(WhilR I was putting it in Execution, ) 
When they ſhall know, that, but concerns my fe, 
Which breaks through all the comforts of my life, 
And thus diſorders me : But, when they hear me 
Ev'n ſome of them, who at the firſt will Jeer me, 
(If they have any Manhood left in them) 
Shall me'of no ſuch levity condemn, 
As yet they may, when all the circumſtances 
I have declar'd to cure their ignorances : 
For, one of GOD's choice Prophets,hada Tryal 
Not much unlike this, of his /e/f-demal, 
When he (as I do)in his Generation, 
Bore witneſs of their great abomination? 
Which (if ought more) had lictle more effet, 
Then I may, at this preſent day,expect, 
He (whilt GOD's work he follow'd) to the heart, 
Was pierced(through his Wife)with ſorrows Us. 
She 
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She (as the holy Scripture teſtifies) 
Was unto him, as precious as his eyes, 
The comfort of his life, and far more dear 
(As I believe) then all things tranſcient were. 
And peradventure he had grieved more 
Then yet I do, had not the day before (too, 
GOD, both foretold her death, and charg'd him 
Not to bewail the Wife he loved ſo, 
What, this to me doth intimate, I ſhall 
Forbear ro'tell now ; bur, if that befall 
Which I may fear, it will have an effteR, 
Whoſe demonſtration, I ſhall not negle& 
If ſo long I ſurvive,as to declare 
That Sequell, for which, it will way prepare. (row) 
Mean while (fince hope hath taken race with ſor- 
For ſome few dayes, that little time Ile borrow, 
To make it known, how,by a Pannick dread 
I am at preſent, ſo diftempered ; 
And in tuch ſober Language will declare it, 
Without Hyperboles,that, if men hear it 
With like ſobriety, it will perchance 
Their edifying in ſome kind advance. 

When, I had finiſhed thoſe Meditations 
Laſt mentton'd ( which concern my dear'ft Rela- 
As to the world) A meſſenger of ſorrow .. (tions 
That very day, (I, looking for, next morrow 
My Wives arrival) brought, not newes alone 
That ſuddain fickpeſs, her had ſeiz'd upon ; 
But, that, ſhe ikewiſe in a Feaver lies, 
With which are complicated Maladres 
Portendimg death : and Death defired ſo 
That, they about her, can with much ads 
Preſerve bh life. This newes,as ſoon as told, 
Laid inſtantly,upon me ſuch faſt hold, | 
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That, er'e I could into my heart retire 
I ſeerged to be wholly fer on fire : 
And (being for ſurprizal,the more fit 
By what, that day, for better uſe was writ) 
Inſtead of that, which might have quencht the ſame 
I fnatcht up oil, and threw't into the flame, 

So frail I am not (though made of ſuch Mettle 
That I am ſometime ſoft and ſometime Britle) 
As to be ſhaken meerly with a fear 
Of things which ev'ry day expected are ;. 

But, man concomitants attended 

This Pr 20s till then ſo apprehended ; 
For, at that inſtant every thing preſt in 
Which might a doleful Tragedy begin, 

With ſuch confuſion, that, what entred firſt 
I knew notzneither which difturb'd me worſt. 
So that, I nought could call to mind, but that 
Which my Af&:ons, did moxe aggravate. 

Imprifonment,] felt not till that day, 
Wherein I found, that I was kept away, 
Where,.I to her could no afliftance give, 

For, whoſe ſake, I did molt defire to live 

My Fane repreſented to my fight 

In how diſconſolate and 1ad a plight, 

She there was left, diſpoil'd of all ſhe had, 
Excepting, what might make her heart more ſad, 
With foes ſurrounded, not one to befriend her, 
Not ſervants in that weaknelis to attend her, 

No good Phykitian living there about, 

Scarg: any thing within doors, or without, 

For food or Phybck : for, while (he had health 
Her courage did ſupply her want pf Wealth, 
And all things elſe, with help,of whatfrom Heaven 
Was by his providence in all wants given, 


Who * 
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Who hath been my Ms - By him alone 
She hath in many fraits been'carryed on, 
And all oppreſfions with ſuch courage bore 
As if the had been rich by being por : 
Which her deſpightful neighbours heefing well 
(And, that the far'd like wodder Canmonel ) 
Words unto this effe&, were heard to ſpeak 
W1ll not, wich all this loſs, her tout heart break > 
GOD, was,and (till, her helper he will be; 
Bur,for all this, wh:r thanks is due to tg ? 
What help am I who ſhovld 2 helr = = 
When ſuch extream AﬀiQtion ſhe was 1n ? 
Dear BETTY, how inhumanly opyrcelt ? 
Art thou ? and oh ! how is my Soul ciiftreſt 
Now, I here think upon thy high defart, 
And,how diicomfortably lef: thov art! 
If it might comfort thee, would thou, .didſt know 
(Elſe noc) whar tears out of mine eyes do flow : 
For, I,from whom the worlds deſpivhts can (train 
Nor fighs,nor tears, from tears canno: reſtrain, 
Woe's me (my Dear) my life I would rehgn 
Might it accepted be, to ranſome thine, 
And were at my ciipoſe ; for, cauſe am I 
Of that ſad pligh:, wherein thou now dolt lie ; 
Since, What the world hath done, 1s nothing more, 
Then thou halt alwayes look'd for heretofore, 
Yer, take it nor unkindly; for, to :hee 
No ill was meant, in what was done by me : 
He, {1s I thought) to whom my ſelf I ove, 
(And, who did thee, and all I hadbeftow) 
Requir'd the {ervices that Monoht upon Ne 
That, which to thy undoing, hath undone me ; 
And he will either back again reftore 
What's lolt, or give us becrer things, and more, 
L bus, 
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This, knowing thou beltev't, and doſt confide 

In him, hath much my Paſſion qualif'd ; (ther, 
And makes me hopeful, GOD, will bring thee hi- 
Or, me to thee, that, we once more together 

May praiſe his Name, and live till we can patt, 
Without the leaſt diftemp'rature of hearr. 

Whilſt this hope laſts, leſt notice being taken 
That, I with one (mall puff of wind am ſhaken ; 
Leſt alſo, this begets a fear 1n ſome, | 
That I may totally be overcome, 

When thFperceive, that he, who hath profeſt 
So much, hath with (o l1tile been oppreſt ; 
And,leſt they alſo may liſcourag'd þ 
(IF I finck under that which hes on me) 

I will, for that cauſe, hence occahon take, 
(Aſwell, for therr,as for mine, and hg ſake) 
So plainly,what befals m2 to expreſle, 
That, no heart Which hath any cenderneſs, 
Beſeeming men, thall think a greater Tryal 
Of humane patience, in a ſelf-demal 

Can ever in the Fleſh be undergone, 

Then this, which they ſuppole a ſlender oxe, 
I have a juſt occaſion too, by that 

To render her, that honour tn the Gate, 
Which is her due :; and whereto I do ſtand 
Obliged by King Lemnuels Command : 
And, from what I expreſle, perhaps, likewiſe, 
There may ſome other good effects ariſe. 

What could the malice of the Dewi invent, 
To make more grievous my Impriſonment 
Then at this time, wherein (for ought I know) 
The laſt, and nzedful't duty that I owe 
Unto my deareſt Friend,ought to be paid, 

To be unjrſtly in a Priſon ltaid ? 
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Were I detained but from ſuch a one, 

As many have, (a wife in name alone) 

I thould be glad perhaps, I now am here, 

Or, though within a far worſe place it were : 

Bur, if I may with modeſty expreſſe, 

What I believe, I can affirm no leſs 

Then this ; T howgh many women. have done well, 

Mine, with the beſt may be a parallel - 

And,fince my pow'r to nothing elſe extends 

Which may, for what the ſuffers make amends, 

In words, at leaſt, Ile give her what is que 

And ſay no more, then I believe is true. 

Perhaps, when told, it will ſo far exceed 

What is according to the common Creed, 

That, many will ſuſpect it ; But, know this 

There is in that man very much amiſle 

Who, of his conſort, doth nor ſo believe 

In ſome degree, as I of mine conceive. 

For, if he finds her not a helpful Wife, 

Either, for this, or for the other Life ; 

The fault's his own, though the may faulty prove; 

And he ingratefully requites GOD's Love. 

GOD gave her not, but, he himſelf acquir'd her, 

By ſome ill means ; or, for thoſe ends defir'd her 

Which make no Marriages,but what are evil, 

And,were made by the #or/d, Fleſh and the Devil, 

Elſe, he would honour Providence Divine, 

By praiſing of his Wife as I do mine, 

Or, by confefling freely, as he ought, 

That, GOD is juſt, in giving what he ſought, 

Whether mine live or die, let none who hear them 

Grudge het theſe praiſes, for her worth will bear 
(them, 
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At firſt, I lov'd her,for his ſake that gave her ; 

Of him, I ſought her, and from him I have her, 

If ſhe be yer alive, (which I yer hope, 

And, that he to my fear will put a top.) 

That, we each other might aftect the berrer, 

(And,to be mutual helpers prove the fitter) 

As EVE from ADAM, GOD aid,as it were, 

Furſt, make her out of we ; then, me by her 

He made more perfe&t ; And lince Eve was made 

No man on ealth a fitter helper had, 

If any womgn may Charactred be 

By Auer avvos.ly I think this 1s the : 

For, haviug oftentimes compared them, 

B-twixt them, little difference did ſeem, 

She is a Prize, worth ev'ry precious [tone 

In 1nd:a,were all their worths in One. 

My heart in her hath trulted (o, that yet 

I never, fince 1knew het, felt a hit 

Of Jeslouſie or doubt, in any kinde, 

Wh:ch brought the lealt diltemper to my mind. 

She, at all times, much good to me hath done, 

Bur, evil, in her life time, did me none, 

With courage, her Aﬀeairs the went abour 

By Day; at N-ght, her Candle went not out, 

Che was among ihe laſt, who came to bed ; 

The 11, who in.che Morning rais'd her head ; 

And, that nodury might be 1-fr uncone, 

Mcxrtha, and Hery,ſhe ſtill joyn'd in One, 

In ll Domeſtich, Buſineſs, fie was skil'd, 

Bork in the /aſe, and likewiie 13 the Freld : 

And whilft my time was otkerwayes deſtown, 

Difearch'd both my affaires,and her own, 

She-w2s no Pro:ligal, nor balely ſparing ; 

All things were-done wichout ve.vd4tzors cartrg ; R 
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She chid thoſe, who (when chiding was inſeaſon) 


Were to be quickned more with »0:ſe,then Reaſon ; 


And, when to angry words they did provoke, 
er anger ended, when the words were ſpoke ; 

When, alſo, they were griev'd, who did miſdo, 
She pardon'd, and with them, oft, grieved too, 
All her Aﬀairs, ſhe managing with Reaſon, 
Appointed work, and meat,in their due Seaſon 
To ev'*ry ſervant ; and good notice took 
Both of what was well, or [ll done, or ſpoke, 
She feared GOD, and honour gave ts them 
Who were inveſted with a Pow'r Supream ; 
Her life, ſhe ſquared by GOD's holy Word, 
According to the Light he did afford ; 
And, had her ſelf ſo exercis'd therein, 
That, often ſhe my Concordance hath been ; 
Yea, and in Humane Hiſtories, to me 
Been in the tead of my MNEMOSYNE, 

A better Woman, Miſtris, Mother, Wife, 
I never {aw,nor thall ſee during life. 
Rebecca like, the gave me (till to eat 
Aiwell molt tavory, as whollom meat; 
And, when GOD ſent me food,go0d care ſhe took, 
The Dewil fhquld not ſend me in a Cook, 
To me, to wine, and our poor neighbonrhood, 
She, in the (tead of our Phyſitian ltood; 
She, (ill according to her power was ready 
To give what things were needful to the needy; 
Who did not wilful Beggar/hip profeſle, 
That, they might live in ſorded Idleneſe ; 
And, purchaſing her own teod with her ſweat, 
Abhor'd the bread of 1dleneſs to eat : 
She could ſpeak, well, yet readier was to bear ; 
Exceeding Pleaſant, and yet as ſevere ' 
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As Cato, Though Corporeal Beauties be 
Worn out with Age, ſhe is the ſame to me 
She was at fuſt, and *twas no mean perfettion, 
Which, in my Youth,ſurprized my Aﬀection. 
This is her Charatter, w in the word 
Of Truth, this is thereof, a true record. 
In her, I did as much contentment find, 
As if I had enjoy'd all Woman-kind : 
For, though a poor mans Coyſort the hath been, 
She had a ſpirit might become a Queen ; 
Yet,knowing how to wart and to abound, 
Could make it ſtoop ev'n to the very ground ; 
And, if ſhe die, I (hall bur little care 
For any thing the leaves behind her here, 
Except her Children, and that which relates 
To GOD, and to our Spiritual Eftates, 
The deprivation of her company 
And, of thar joy in her ſociety 
Whicn I have had, is far a greater loſs, 
Then, all thoſe many Baubles and that drofle, 
Whereof the world deprives me; or, of them 
(Had they heen mine) which others moſt efteem, 
This ſeperatzon is the great'tt deſpight 
That malice could have done me at her height ; 
And might we live, where we might live alone 
To talk of that, which GOD for us hath done, 
(And means todo) my Joy would be much more 
Wirh competepce, then with the worlds whole tore, 
Were I depiiv'd of her ; who, might be here 
So neceſlary a Remembrancer, 

Now, Judge (if you or I, do this believe) 
Whether I had not cauſe enough to grieve, 
That we were ſo, divided from each other, 
Left hopeleſs, we again ſbould meet together, 
Thopga 
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Though ſuch in ev'ry point, ſhe may not be, 

Yet,fince that ſhe doth ſuch appear to me; 

Think, if by fear of looſing ſuch a Prize, 

A man who 1s far ſtronger, and more wiſe, 

Might not, when thereby ſuddenly oretaken 

As much w1:h like d:/temp'ratures bs ſhaken : 

And, whzrner (raking to confideration 

The ſenſe | have of ev'ry Humane Paſſion) 

Ought may befall, as I am Fleſh aud Blood, 

That could more diffcultly be withſtood, 
Bur,notwithſtanding what's expreſt,let no man 

Suppoie I have forgot ſhe is a Pman, 

T am not ſo Kxoriow, or unwiſe, 

To think that ſhe hath no Infirmutzes ; 

Or, that to any other ſhe doth ſeem 

So worthy as ſhe is in my efteem, 

The rough hard fhells in which rich Pearls do lie, 

Shew not their Beauty to a ſtrangers eye. 

And YVertues, when that they molt perfect are, 

Sometimes, like fau/ty Attrns may appear 

To lookers on, who have not means to knoiv 

How done, nor to what exd, nor wbence they flow ; 

And then eſpecially, when their Spettators, 

Are Exviows,or their Foes, or Vertue's haters. 

The mildeſt Med:cine,fore eyes, dileates, 

A ſickly Stomack wholſom'f meat, diſpleales; 

And ſo the b2|t and nobleſt Diſpohtions, 

Are moſt diflik'd by men of baſe Condiyons : 

Becauſe their Vertzes,if they nezghbours aic, 

Do make their Yices greater to appear. 

Her precions Balms, have ſometimes made me 

But, I confeſſe, the cauſe was on my part, (ſmart, 

If ſhe adminiſtred a bicter pill 

In /ave, to make me wel, when I was Il, 
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And well ſhe might Mins occafion find, 
To give me wholſome Phyſick of that kind, 
By cautions and remembrances appl by's 
In ſeaſen, when my wit was foolih'd * 
For, nothing purpoſely, from her I hid 
Thac, inmy life, | ſad, or thought, or did, 
And (that the might, at full, be privy to 
My whole Afairs,and all I had to do) 
No Letter unto me in abſence came, 
ut leave I gave her to break ope the ſame, 
Which freedom (with ſuch) mutually bettown 
Madc me to her,and her to me 10 known, 
That, what che outhde of my Actions be, 
My Conſcience hardl j better knowes then ſhe, 
Small ute of an Afﬀettion can be there, 
Or proofs of Friend/hip, where no failings are, 
There's hardly poſſibility of living, 
With any one, who never needs forgewing ; 
For, he, who in his Conſort finds no blame, 
When he fails, will confounded be with ſhame, 
By theſe Expreſſions, Which have ſhown in part, 
My Paſſions, I have ſomewhat eas'd my heart, 
And, though impertinent, they ſeem to be 
To others, they are pertinent to me, 
In ſhewing me my weakneſs, and from whom 
My helps, in all extremines muſt come, 
My Paſſion i$ the ſame ; bur, this, makes way 
For Reaſon, to command, which did obey ; 
And, this Divertiſment a op, brings in 
To that, which elſe, might have deſtructive been, 
Yet, Inftrumental, though my Reaſon was 
Herein, th* Ffhcient 1s Preventing Grace : 
And therefore, Him, from whom this Mercy came, 
I, thus Petition to compleat the ſame, is 
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eAnd doſt in that, which I affett moſt dearly, 
Begin to try my Faith ; That Faith of mine 
Which (if a true Faith) was a gift of thine ; 
[t was by thee, upon my Soul begot : 
Into Temptation, therefore lead me not 
Beyond my ſtrength ; But LORD deliver me 
From Evil, that, I may not yore be : 
Thy oxely Son, to thee,taught me to pray 
In words to this effeftt, when any way 
I was oppreſt ; Compaſſion therefore take 
On me, (though not for mine) LORD, for his ſake ; 
And me diſmnſſe not, in this ſad Condition, 
Without a kind reply to my Petition : 
For, as Lot ſaid of Loar, LORD, the boone 
1 new requeſt is but a little one ; 
And, peradventwre, ſhould my foes percerve 
T hou doſt of every comfort him bereave 
Who hath deſir'd to magnfie thy Name, 
It might occaſion grve them to blaſpheme, 
Or, makg thy ſervants to begin to Fear 
That, thou regard'ſt not how oppreſt they are. 
That Helper, which thou didſt on me beſtow, 
(And, Whoſe aſſiſtance 1 much needed now) 
Thou _y to call upon me 30 reſign, 
As one, who muſt no longer now be mine. 
Be not —_— LORD, if I ſhall ſay 
T hou tak.ſt the comfort of my life away; 
And that, I do expett thou ſhouldſt not leave me 
Quite comfortleſs, if thou of her bereave me. 
Why doſt thou Dictate tomy heart this Prayer, 
If thou intend'ſt,to leave me in deſpaire ? 
It cannot be, thow move me ſhouldſt to crave, 


That, which thou doſt nor purpoſe I ſhould have. 
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My God ! my heart, thou baſt now touched ngarly] 
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I do depend on thee, and hazarded 
Both her, and all that in this world I had 
For thy Cauſe, if my heart be not untrue : 
Though therefore, nothing ts by merit due, 
WV, ch[afe, (if with thy will accord it may) 
Her life with health, and for a longer day, 
That, we with thankfulneſs, m praiſes giving, 
May ſhew thy Mercies forth, among the living, 
With T okens of thy favonr, make us glad, 
According to the Troubles we have had, 
And, e thy other ſervants hopeful be 
Of that Salvation, which thou [hew'ſt to me. 

Make it appear unto this Generation 
That, we have the ſame GOD, the fame Salvation p 
In theſe our dayes, that was 1n former tmes, 
Aſwell, as ſuch like Tyrranmes and Crimes, 
AMake it appear that thou haſt love for us 
Aſwell as heretofore for Lazarus ; 
That, thou, who didft hear Hagar for a Son, 
And, Hannah's Prayer, when ſhe beg'd for one, 
Doſt not deſpiſe my Prayer for the life 
Of my beloved and Aﬀ ted wiſe ; 
Or, haſt leſs putty now then heretofore 
T hou hadſt of other ſome, who did deplore 
Their dead or dying Friends ; and when they mourn'd, 
Had them into their boſoms back return'd. 
Let it be known Is thoſe who do begin 
To think,thou art ot that which thou haſt been, 
Becauſe that this Age hath produc'd occaſions 
To ſhew thy ſelf in other diſpenſations. 
Though to run back to Egypt, we are ready ; 
As fraward, as Rebellious, and 4s giddy. 
As they whom thou broughtſt thence though, every » 19 
As falſe, as faithleſs, and as apt as they 
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To ſet up golden Catees: Though, as were thes 
T here be among us here, ſuch wicked men 
As Jannes, and as Jambres, who reſiſt 
Not Moſes, but a greater, FESKS CHRIST, 
And, ftrive by the;y Inchantments how to bring 
Hs back to bondage ,and ſeduce the King 
By curſed ſorceries ; yet quake #t known ; 
T hat, thou in Btittain doſt 4 People own * 
That as when Iſrael was from Pharoh ſaved ; 
That, as thoy wert with Moſes and with David, 
And with thy People who in thraldom were 
At Babel, thou art preſent with us here, , 
(LORD! I beſeech thee mind thou not the leſs 
My private ſuit, altho:12h my zeal to this 
"Diverts me from it : for, Ile furiher yet 
Purſ:* that, though thou me ſh» u1dlt quite forget) 
Apparazt make it, that, ſome yet inherit 
A Portion of the ſelf ſame pow'rful Spirit 
Which fild Elias ; and if med require, 
T hat thou haſt Prophets, who can call down Fire, 
Hail, Thunder-bolts, a»d other dreadful things 
Upon the Troops and Armies of thoſe Kings 
Who Perſecute thy Saints ; and Heaven conftrain 
Either to let fall, or withhold the Rain, 
As to thy ſervice it ſhall appertain ! 
For,this, though, hardly yet believ'd of any, 
Will ertly be made manifeſt to many ; 
And thy vouchſafeing this requeſt of mine, 
May make it, to this Ape, perhaps, a ſigne 
T hat, thou,as heretofore, doſt lend an ear 
Art reed,to every private ſufferer, 
A's well as unto Publick Grievances, 
eAnd that when ripen'd are Iniquities 
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 o A yreater Conqueſt will A got by Words, 
Thenever was in any Apeby SWords, 
My Dear Redeemer, rf ut may be ths, 
Be pleas'd to Mediate this boon for us. 

1 hat ſmit,for which this Prayer was begun 
T will renew, now this digreſſions done ; 
Yet, neither this, nor ought elſe Ie require, 


( Though raiher then my life, I thus deſire ) 


But, what, with thy Good pleaſure may conſiſt : 


eAnd, thou haſt not hing openly expreſt 

To make me doubtful that may not be done ;, 
For, then, I therein thus far,had not gone. 
All, things thou ſeem'ſt to will, accord not to 
That, which thou haſt decreed for us to do, 
As being cbſolutely neceſſary : 

For, ſome of them are but Probationary : 
Things, by us, rather to be will'd, then done, 
As when, to Sacrifice h# Onely Son 

Thou didſt command thy ſervant Abxaham ; 
And, when that our obedience ts the ſame, 

" With us, it otherwhile, doth ſo ſucceed 
That, thou the Will, accepteſt for the Deed ; 
And, mayſt another Sacrifice,this day 

Accept in her flead, for whom I now Pray. 
This, moveth Duſt and Aſhes, or2, todo, 
What Natural Aﬀection prompts me to : 
Make her and me, ſo perfettlyreſign 


Our ſelves, that our will, may be one with thine; 


And, Pardon this bold pleading ; for had we 
No will, which may be [aid our own to be, 
There could be ns obedience. Good nor Ill, 
Can be, in him, that is not free te will. 

. LORD! this my Conſort, is a4 dear to me 
As Ilaac unto Abraham could be ; 
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Yet, if thou wilt reſume 4g this time, 
(Although with me thou deal not as with him) 
As abſolutely, as he did intend 
Hz# Sacrifice ; 1,her to thee commend, 
From thee I had ber ; np to thee I give hey ; 
I, wholly unto thy diſpoſure leave ber ; 
And, whether thou ſhalt keep, or give her back, 
Ile wear it 45 4 Favour, for thy [&. 
And, this ts all Ile abſolutely crave, 
( herein, I know, I my requeſt ſhall have ) 
If, with thine honour, it may to her 990d 
Condnxce, to let her make with me abode 
A little longer time, that time allow ; 
Or elſe with all my heart, reſume her now. 
For, ſave to ſerve thee,andouy Generation, 
According to the end of our Creation, 
(And for thy Glory) neither ſhe, nor I 
(If 1 dokxow her) wiſh to live or die. 

If, her _— labour now be done, 
( And I muſt here abide to work alone,) 
T ake her into thine Arms before ſhe go ; 
Make her not barely, to believe, but know, 
That, this onr ſad and ſuddain Separation 
[s for thy Glory, and for our Salvation : 
(For, from the life and Death of greateſt Kings 
But ſeldom ſo much real honour ſprings 
To glorifie thy Name, as doth from ſome 
Who fill on earth, a deſpicable Roome, ) 
Give her an earneſt, that ſhe ſhall poſſeſſe 
Thy love, in everlaſting happineſs ; 
And, that, we, whom ſhe leaves afflifted here, 
(Continning in our love to thee ſincere) 
* Shall by the Mediatorſhip of #611 
Who bought us, meet at thy appointed time, 
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Where we ſhall ntver part ;*where, Tyrannes, 

Of others, nor our own Infirmities, 

Noy any thing which 15 to COME, or paſt, 

Deprives, of what for thine, prepay'd thou haſt : 

And, if ſhe live, ſo let our deeds expreſſe 

Whilſt here we live, what we in words profeſſe ; 

T hat others, may, until my dying day 

Believe ther's truthin what I write and ſay, 

Tothat end, keep us pleaſed with our Lot, 

Though little, much, or nothing ſhall be got 

Of what we had ; my GOD preſerve us too 

From ſtumbling, and from reeling to and fro, 

Or ſtagg rings 1n our Tryals, whereby they 

Who are 1n like Afﬀfuttions, ſtagger may : 

But, with true Foy, ſo let thy Holy Ghoſt 

Repleniſh us, that, ( although all be loſt 

Belonging tothis world) thy Saints may [ee 

That, there 1s All-ſufhciency 1» thee. (done ; 
Now, live or die my DEAR, GOD's will be 

He fills my heart,and my Diſkemper's gone. 

Since, GOD hath freed me from this Carnal Fear, 

Let World,and Devil henceforth do what they dare, 

The greater weights they ſhall upon me lay, 

The ſooner, I from them ſhall ſcape away. 

If, me, they ſhall into a De»geon throw, 

Both dark and deep, that none may come to know 

What, I ſay, think or do; yet, what's done there, 

By theſe my Scraps and Crwums, it will appear, 

Though ſcnbled haſtily, yea, help prevent 

Whar,peradventure,is the ##r/ds incent, 

And hint, that,though Cloſe-Priſoner me they keep, 

I thall not Wholly ſpend my time in fleep. 

For,doubtleſs, to my GOD, there,ſpeak I (hall 

Like Jonas, in the Belly of a Whale, Rr” 
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And (as the Blood of Abe! dld) ſpeake then, 
That,which will more prevaile then Tongue or Per, 


Iſaiah 38. The living, The living (O GOD)ſhall 
praiſe thee as 1 do this day. (YET) Bleſſed 
are they who die in the LORD ; for they ſhall 
reſt from their Labour 1,and their works follow 


them, Revel.14. 13. 
Oftob.6, 1661, 


Another Spiritual Song compoſed , by occaſion 
of the laſt mentioned Diſtemper. 


I. 


V Hen in the Morn we riſe, ' 
Alas ! how little think we on, 
What through our ears or eyes, 
May pierce our hearts, ere that day's gone ? 
I, did but borrow 
From what, next Morrow, 
{ hop'd to have enjoy'd; 
And that, hath quite 
The whole delight 
Of both dayes, now deſtroy'd, 


II. 
My thoughtful heart grew ſad, 
And repreſented unto me, 
Such things as 1n the ſhade 


Of Death's approaches uſe tobe : 


With 


(96) 
With many a doubt, 
(Which Faith keeps out) 

My Fancy fills my bn 
And clouds are come, 
Which with a Gloome 

This day, have overſpread : 


III. 


If, whilſt the S«» gives light, 
Become {ſo dark, ſo ſoon, it may, 
How black will be the Night 
That (hall enſue ſo dark a day ? 
My Spul, I ſee 
Betray'd wee'l be, 
By our oWn want of care, 
To have prepar'd 
A dayly guard, 
To keep out carnal Fear. 


IV. 


No pow't was in the World 
Whereby a Paſſion like to this, 
On me could have been hurl'd, 


Had nought, been in my ſelf amufle : 


By day or nig t 

(Be black eo fohe) 
The Dewil hath no power 

Which can procure 

Dittemp'rature, 
Without ſome faulr of our. 


V. 


How frail a thing is man, 
That, lfeleſc words, atay'd ifwhite, 


This 


97) 


This Morn affright him can 
Who, ſeemed fearleſs yeſter night ? 
Dread of 1ll newes, 
Too plainly ſhews 
That, with us all's not well : 
For, if 1t were 
We negd not Fear, 
Though ftorm'd by Death and Hel, 


VI. 
Far, if beneath GOD's Wing 
Our ſafe repoſe we ſought to make, 
None, tuch Ill newes could bring, 
That, much our Courage it could ſhake : 
Of, Plagues that (mute 
By day or night 
We need not ſtand in awe 
Of poyſonous things, 
Of Serpents (tings, 
Nor of the Lyons Pawe. 


#7 * 


Therefore, my Spirit rowze 
(Our Foes, we ſee, are not aſleep) 
Let us, no longer drowze, 
But, better watch hereafcer keep ; 
Come, Courage take, 
And we (hall make 
Theſe Bugg-bears take their flights 
For, 'as our Fear, 
No ftren$th of their 
That nov doth us aftright, 


N 


(98) 
VIIL. 


The Paſſions of the mind 
Are but the fumes of Fleſh atfd Blood, 
Which make the Reaſon blind, 
By —__—_— Ill, or Good, 
If, unto theſe, - | 
We cloſly prefle, | 
And, wiltly on them look, 
They will appear | 
Such as they are, , | 
And, paſs away like ſmoke. 


I'X, 


And, yet, my Soul, beware 
Thou bring not to aſſault theſe Foes 
Goliah's ſhield or Spear, 
Nor in his Head-prece truſt repoſe. 
No, nor unto 
What Self can do, 
But, take thou Davids ſling, 
And, what he took 
Out of the Brook, 
Of Grace, among them fling, 


MK ia form ii. co ati a. acd a, ac ..- 


A Meditation whilf he was taking a Pipe of 
Tobbacco, 


*T*Hough ſome, perhaps will think the things 1 
Muck leſs then /d/eneſs,amowgt unto; (49, 


- Yer, 
| UMI | 


ef > = A a 


99 
Yet, to have no work, a me, at leaft, 
As much, as therewith to be overpreſt ; 
And, then to be quite Idle, I had rather (ther, 
Pick trawes, catch Flies, or ſhelts, and Pebles ga- 
Or, (as I ſometimes do) the time to paſs, 
Number my ſteps, or tell the panes of glaſs, 
And often when a trfing att is done, 
Make ſome goed uſe of chat, which promis'd none. 
Here,all alone, I by my felf have took, 
An Emblems of my Self, a Pipe of Smoke : 
For,I am but a little piece of Clay 
Fill'd with a S-wky tharquickly fumes away. 
This Vanity, our Clymat never knew 
Till near the time, in which, firſt breath I drew ; 
And otherwhile, it 1s of wholſome uſe 
(Though, for the moſt part ſubje to abuſe : ) 
Since firſt I ſmaokr it,after (ir came hither ) 
I laid it by, nigh thirry years together, 
And for my healths ſake, rhen,did reaflume 
That Bauble wherewith we T ovbacco fume; 
(Not hitherto diſabled to forgo ir, 
If any way offenſive I (hould know it) 
And, that in mind, as well as bodily 
T might he ſomeway profited thereby, 
Such Meditations come into my thoug ht, 
As theſe, which now, unto my mind are brought. 
Ev'n as this Pipe was formed out of Clay, 
And may be ſhapeleſs Earth again this day, 
So may I too. So britrle, that one touch 
May break it, this is ; I, am allo ſuch, 
When it is broke, made whole it cannot be ON 
By Hamane Art ; ſo will it fare with me WV 
When I to duſt ſhall be reduc'd by Death, 
Until reviv'd by an Eternal Breath, 
N 2 Tins 


: 
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This byittle ware, we,oft have frangely ſeen 
Preſerv'd from breaking : and ſo I have bren. 
When foul it growes, it muſt be purifi'd, 

By Fre ; I, in like manner mult abide 

Thoſe Frery-Tryals, which will purge away 

That filth which is contracted every day, 
Moreover, when therein, this Herb's calcin'd, 
Sch things as thele, it brings into mind ; 

That Cuſtom, by degrees, prevaileth fill, 

To draw us, both to what is Good and 1lt ; 

For, when this cultomanity 1s taken, 

It can by very few, be quite forſaken, 

Or, heeded, how they turn unto abuſe, 

That, which is otherwiſe, of ſome good uſe ; 
Yea, ſoit them deludes, that oft they think 
That, is well icented,which doth alway Rink ; 
Yet, me it makes, with thankfulneſs ts heed, 
How, GOD wraps up, a Bleſſing in a Weed : 

And, how (when I have weighed things together) 
He makes one vanity to cure another ; 

Turns that to Good, which was, perhaps, for E1/, 
Art firſt, ſent in among us, by the Dev/, 

T- minds me too, that, as this Herb by fire 

M-1ft be conſum'd, ſo,muſt all our dehre 

OF Earthly things ; and, that wherein we took 
Moſt pleaſure, turn to Aſhes and to Smoke, 
When I had wric thus much,of what I thought, 
My Candle, and Tobbacco were burnt our, 


(tor) 


A Hint, of that, which may hereafter (if not 
deſprſed) conduce to the Setling of Peace and 
Concord in Church and State, 


This Scrap,thongh ſome will not diſgeſt, 
[s caſt in here, among the reſt, 


Li's like, I thought my ſelf alone, 
A while ago, and of my mind, knew none : 
Bur, many I now hope, here living be 
Who, joyn in one Faith, and one /ove with me, 
My Soxl,I long time, ſeemed to poſleſs, 
As when the Baptiſt in the Wilderneſs 
Was to be Diſciplin'd, and there prepar'd 
For, that, which he performed afterward. 
As when he Preach'd Repentance, in his dayes, 
High Prieſts, nor Lawyers, Scribes not Phariſees, 
Nor of the gay Herodiaxs,any one 
(Nor many, but the Vidgar ſort alone) 
Regarded it ; ſo, likewite, I might ſay 
Of all my Premontions,to this day ; 
And may (for ought I know) without regard 
Purſue my Work, till I have his reward : 
If ſo it happen, I am well content 
To follow ſuch a holy Precedent, 
I, am now (as it were) one 1n exile, 
Like Fohn,when baniſh'd into Pathmos Iſle ; 
And, to the ſeven Churches in theſe Nawons 
As he then, to the Aſian Congregations wy 
hl 


(102) 
Had ſomewhat to expreſle ; ſo, I from HIM 

As I believe) who (ent his mind to chem 

y that Diſciple, have a needful Errazt, 
To be detivered, by Amthemick Warrant, 
Which,muſt lie Dormant,until them to hear it 
GOD, ſhall prepare, and fit me todeclare it. 
Mean while, I caſtin this Preoccapation, 
To be a furtherance to that Preparation 
Whereto GOD's Grace will ripen me, and The .. 
(Hereafter, in his own appointed rime ; 
If nothing that ſhall be Co-incedent 
Doth intervene, that purpoſe to prevent) 
Thus Chriſt, did to a future time adjourn 
What, he had then ſpoke,might it have been born ; 
And, his example doth inſtruct my Reaſon, 
To chuſe for every work,a proper Seaſon, 

I have a Love for all the whole Creation, 
MuCh more, for every Chriſtian Congregation : 
I, for each Member of them (whatſoere 
Infirmuties, I ſee in them appear) 

Have ſuch a Love, and ſo 1nlarged, that 

I can with every Church Communicate, 
In all Eſſential daties, though they ma 

Be ſometimes, much abus'd with an Aly : 
Becauſe, what me therein offendeth, I, 
Without offending others,can paſs by ; 
And, at another time, in private, ſeek 

To make them underſtand what I diſlike; 
And,by a meek compliance in-what's good, 
Bear with afailing,not well-underſtood, 
Their [gnoraxce, or miſled Conſciences, 
Give me no cauſe of Perſonal offences, 

So, they the Fundamental Truths, profeſs 


Without malicious minds,or wilfulneſs ; 
Or 


—— 
Or by approving, or continuing in 
Prophanneſs, and commityng open Sin, 

For, fince he that knows molt, knows but in part 
And, hath a Cloudy Region in his heart, 
They, of my Pity, rather Qbje&s be 

Then of my hate, They,ſo much hurt not me 
As damnife themſetves : And, I, thereby 
Have of my Meekneſs, Faith and Charity, 
Thoſe Exetciſes, for which (if I have them 
In true ſincerity) GOD, chiefly gave them, 
And, which way can they better be employ'd 
Then, that a common good may be enyoy'd ? 
And that we to our Brethren may exte 

That mercy, when we think they do offend, 

Which GOD's long ſuffering doth vouchſafe thus? 
And, fince he did command it ſhould be thus ? 

The Chwrch Catholick,, is a Corporatzon, 
Whereof, the ſeveral Churches in each Nation 

Are Bodies Corporate, as here we ſee 

In LONDON, many Corporations be 

Members thereof diſtin&, govein'd by Laws 

Peculiar to them(elves, as they found caule 

To conſticute them ; yer, unto all theſe 

Belong the Cities gen'ral Priviledges ; 

And every Ind;zvidual Perſon ; there, 

Copforms unto thoſe Lawes which proper are 

To this whole C:ty; and they live together 

In Peace, without intruding on each other, 

What hinders (but our /gnorance, Ambition, 

Our Avarice, and Love to Superfiition, ) 

That,C m_ C ongregarious may not thus 

Be form'd, and regulated fo with us, 


That, we may live henceforward in true Peace, 
Morality and Piety increaſe ? 


Pro. 


(104) 
Prophanneſs be ſuppreſt ? and, no more, hete, 
Afﬀairs Drvine, and Civil intetfere ? 

What hinders this, but, want of that true Love 

And meekxes, Which our knowledge might improve? 
And, whence flowes Dyſcord,but from intermedling 
With what concerns us not ? fooling, and Fidling 
About thole things 1mpertinent, which, whether 
Their tendance be to chzs,or that, or neither 
'Tis not matenial,ſo,that may not be 
Infringed, which to all, ought to be free ? 

That Peace may be preſerv'd ; men kept in awe 
From violating of the morall Law, 

And, GOD permitted to poſleſle alone 
The Conſcience as (on earth) his Proper Throne ? 
For, he from none, will an account receive, 
According to what other men believe, 

Or thall command ; but, anſwerable to 
What he commands us to believe and do, 
According to the Light he (hall afford, 

By his atſitting Spirit, and his Word : 

And, therefore, they, who, out of fawſh Fear, 

Of thoſe who peaceably inclined are, 

Force Innocents, to any hard Condition 
(Thereby to free themſelves from their Sſpition 
Which 1s incurable) are Tyrannous, 

And foes to GOD, unto themſelves,and ws, 

In my late Tryal, I have had a thake, 

Bur, it hath deeper diiven in the ſtake; 

And hath, I hope vouchſafed by that FIT, 

An earneſt, he ſo falt will lettle ut ; 

That, all the Tempeſts which in future dayes 

The World,che Fleſh and Devil have pow'r to raile, 

Shall more increaſe my courage ; and, by-mine 

Some other,to the like Retolves incline, 

GOD, 


(x05) 
GOD, give us Grace, with ſeriouſneſs 
Theſe things in time, with whar,elſe may 1+. 
There is a way, how tha; (ay ye Þ2 dons 
Which hitherto, is little thought upun ; 
And, thereof, in what is expreſled hcre, 

A Hint, if well obſerved, may, appear. 


A Hymn of Thankſgiving to Almghty GOD; 
compos'd by this Prifoner, for the gractous 
reſtoration of his Wives life and health ; who, 
lying mortally ſick (as was ſuppoſed) at 52. 
mules diſtance during his polls aun. » ina 

ſad diſconſolate condition, and reputed to be 
dead, about the ſpace of an hour, was mracu- 
» Houſlyreſtored. 


To the Tune of the 148, Plalm, 


I 
H9v ſoon, my gracious G JD, 


Haſt chou my Prayer heard ? 

How juſt, how kind, how Good, 

Haſt thou ro me appea'd? 

Blelt, '2 this Daz : 
For, What did friehe my heart laft nigh? 
. Thou doſt ail y : : 
The Clonds, that made, this Mormng lad, 
Are blown away. 


(106) 


ror ts 
IL. 
As when his moan ty thee 
The goed Centwrian made, 
Though I unworthy be, 
Like favour I have had 
Vouchſaf'd to me ; 
Nay little leſs, in my diftrefs 
Receiv'd I have, 
Then She, whoſe Sox, and onely one, 
Was near his grave. 


IIT. 
Atleaſt, I, ſo much Grace 
Of thee, this day have. had, 
As daign'd to Fairm was 
Whoſe Daughter thou found(t dead, 
Upon her Bed: 
For, when my W ife, depriv'd of life * 
Had long time laine, 
Thou, heeding there, our Prayers here 
Gav ( life again, 


I'V. 


Thus ſhe, who firſt was thine 
(And ſo ſhall alwayes be) 
'Hath now, been twice made mine, 
And, 1s enjoy*d by me z 
For which, to thee 
A double praiſe, LORD, all my dayes, 
I ought to ove; 
Aſii(t I pray, this due to pay 
Whilſt here Litve. 


(107) 
V, 


And, let all, who nowheat 
What, thou for me haft Jone, 
Help me thy praiſe declare ; 
For, not to me alone 
Extends this boone ; 
This A& of Grace, vouchſafed was 
That, they thereby 
Might at their need, know where to ſpeed 
As well as I, 


VI. 


LORD, TI have nought to give 
For all thou haſt beſtown, 
But, what I did receive 
And was,and is thine own ; 
Oh! now therefore 
This Sacrifice, do not deſpiſe 
For, I am poor; 
Therewith, I ſhall give ſe/f and all, 
Who can give more ? 


A Penitential Hymn, compoſed by occaſion of a 
Dream the 19th. of Ogtob. 1 6 6 1, about 
* Mauidnght. 


I, 


Y GOD, thou didit awake me, 
This night out of a ſad and fearful Dream, 
Q 2 That, 


= 
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That, ſenſible did make me 
O! Sins, Which heretofore ſmall Sins did ſeem ; 
And, ere I perfe& heed could take, 
Whether] flept, or was awake, 
He, that is watching ev*rphour, 
Whom he may miſchief,and devour, 
Sought, how he might thereby advantage make : } 
Rebuke him, for my Dzar Redeemer's ſake, 


I I. 


Permit thou no Tran/greſſion, 
Whereof, I heretofore have guilty been, 
Nor great, nor ſmall Om:ſſton, 
Which I forgotten have,or overſeen, 
(Either through want of penitence 
Or of confelfing my offence) 
To riſe againſt me,great or {mall ; 
For, LORD, I do repent them all : 
And, likewiſe, (be it more or lets) 
Renounce all truſt, in my own K:ghteonſneſs, 


III. 


As Job complain'd, ſuch Vif ons 
To m2 ſeem'd repreſented this laſt night 
Of my failings, and Om ſſions 
That,fleeping,they did much my heart afftight ; 
Me thought a Spirit pafled by 
Not to be ſeEn with mortal eye ; 
And,I was minded by a Voice 
(That, ſpake unto me without noiſe) 
Of things preceding, which (then quite forgot) 
So, as I ought to do, I hzeded not. 


Oh 


(109) 
\ $. ff 


Oh God ! moſt kind, moſt holy, 
Remember not the efrours of my life ; 
Call not to minde my folly 
To add a new Afiiftion, to my. Grief. 
World, Fleſh and Devil,my foes are, 
And, much more then my ſtrength 
On megthey have already caſt, (ca har 
Unleſs, that thou compathiorrhaſt; * 
Oh ! throw my fins out of thy For therefore, 
That, they may not be ſeen,or heard of more, 


T. 


My Seul doth now abhor them, 
Thine onely Son, hath with his precious blood 
Made ſatisfaRion for them ; 
Thou,didR accept it; I believe it good : (make 
And,therefore, though they ſomrimes 
My heart to tremble and to ake, 
My Soul is confident they pard*ned are 
As if they ne're commutrted'were ; 
Confirm it ſo, that, fleeping and awake 
Sivect reſt in thee, I may for ever take, 


VI. 


Dear GOD, of my Salvation, 
Preſerve me by thy Love and mighty Pow's 
From perilous T empration, 
In Weal, in Woe, and at my dying hour : 
Me; tet thy Gardian Angels keep - 
When I do wake, and while I ſleep, 
From ſhame without, and fear within ; 
From evil thoughts, and Atual Sin, 
\ That, 


110) 
That, Friends and Foes and every one may ſee, 
No man in vain, doth pur their truſt in thee. 


A Requiem to the Soul, 


I. 


Y Soul, yex not thy ſelf at thoſe, 
Who, to all God/:neſs are Foes, 
Although they make fair outward ſhowes, 
And ſpread and flouriſh like the Bay ; 
Fer, deplorable is their caſe, 
They,as the ſcorched Summer Grafle, 
Shall ſoon into oblivion paſle, 
And all their Beauty fade away. 


IT. 


I have been young, and old am grown 
And, many charges I have known, 
Whereby, it hath to me been ſhown 
Whereto, their wicked courſes tend : 
With Honoxr 1 have ſeen them Crown'd, 
With Pow'r and Riches to abound, 
Whoſe Place no where can now be found ; 
For,all their Powp 1s at an end. 


+ $ 


With ſhadows they themſelves beguile, 
And, GOd, doth at their folly ſmile ; 
With patience therefore wait a While, 
And, grudge them not their Portzon,here ; 
Deſtruttion, toward them is haſting, 
Their Tame is (ſhort, and dayly waſting, 


But, 


| 11 
But, thine will be for everlaſting, 
And, Griefs,as if they never were, 


I'V. 


—_— thy ſelf in doing well, 
And, GOD, with thee ſhall kindly deal; 
Thou, in the Land ſhalt ſafely dwell, 
Well fed and clothed, all thy dayes. 
And when the Glory of their Name 
Is blur'd out, with an evil Fame, 
Then, ſhall thy Poverty and ſhame 
Be mention'd yuuto thy praiſe. 


Ve 


Let wordlings feed upon their Chaff, 
Their Cxps of Fornication qua, 
And at thy ſufferings grin and laugh; 
A midit thy Foes lie down and ſleep. 
Whilſt in their malice, they perhiſt, 
In GOD's ProteRion take thy reſt, 
For, though thy Body be oppreſt 
Thee, ſafe, in ſpight of them, he'F keep, 


He, whoſoever he be,that ſpeaks this Charm, 


Kato his Soul in Faith, ſhall have no harms ; 


Therefore, as a Receipt approved,take it - 
For for my ſelf alone, I did not make it, 


(112) 
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A Meditation wpon the many Prodigies ank 
Apparitions, which are mentioned by Pub- 
lick writing ,or common Fame. | 


VVE are inform'd, by queſtionleſs Preſages 
(Voucklaſed to inftru& ſucceeding g a) 
That warmags of Chriſt's coming,ſhould be given 
By ſigns and wonders manifeſt from Heaven : 
And, we have ſeen, in Hiſtories recorded, 
That, Previdexce, in all times hath afforded, 
Some Premotions of thoſe Deſolations 
Which fell on Perſons, Places, States and Nations, 
Before they came : For, our moſt gracious GOD, 
(As doth a lowng Father) (hewes the Red 
Before he whips, that he thereby may fright 
To Penuence, exc he begins to ſmite; + 
And, pv yg 0s that means may, 
Us to rechaim, he flings the Rod away : 
Which kind /nds/pence, is in theſe times, more 
Inlarged then, it hath been heretofore. 

New Prodigies, we hear of ev'ry day, 
And, likewiſe hear, how they are puft away 
As but meer Fittions, If we find them ſo, 
This, juſtly, thereupon inferr I do, 
That, more preſumptuous we in theſe times are 
Then ever any other People were : 
For, very much corruption it implies 
To be in thoſe'who make and publiſh Lyes. 
Tf there be Truth,in any of thoſe ons, 
Or Extraordinaty Apparitions, * 


Which 


123) 
Which are affum'd , $i 4 leſs wicked daring, 
So to affront GOD's viſible appearing 
In S:gns and Wonders, as, both to contemn, 
And eek by all means, how to mother them : 
Bur, it 1s worſt of all; ro publiſh Lyes 
Of purpoſe, to diſcredit Veries, 
As if we meant, to do the moſt we can 
Totry the' Patience both of GOD, and Mar, 

It, we believe the things that are aver'd; 
Why of GOD's Judgements, are we not afcard ? 
And,either {eek to pacifie his Wrath, 

Or, magnhie his Mercy, who, ſo hath 
Forewarn'd,of what is likely to enlue, 

That, we his [ndignation may eſchew? 

If we ſuſpe&, what publickly is told, 

Why do not they, who are in Pop'r(and ſhould) 
Search out the Truth, that, by due puniſhment, 
They ſuch like Provocations may prevent ? 

For, out of queſtion, to connive at Lyes, 

Or imother Truths, worle things prefignifes, 
Then all che Apparit:ons,that have been 

Thele twenty yeats, in this our C/ymare ſeen ; 
(Though nothing doubted of ) and will go nigh 
At laſt, to turn all Tr«ths into a Lye. 

I muſt confeſs, that, though unto my Ears 
There have been brought within theſe twenty years 
$o many ſtrange Reports, of fights and Yoices, 
Earthquakss and ndve dec ſul Storms & noiſes, - 
Of Ebbs and T zdes, of Suns,and Moons,and Stars, 
And Armies in the Clouds, portending Wars, 
With ſuch like, as would have perhaps,amounted 
Unto a hundred,if I them had counted ; 
Not one of thoſe I ſaw : yet, ſo unjuſt 
I am not, ag thoſe good men to diſtruſt 

P Who 
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Who have aver'd them : for, though Prodigies 
And ſuch miraculons Appearances, 
Are daign'd in chief, to ufidels, and thoſe 
Whoin God's word,no confidence'repole; 
Yet, they are likewiſe,otherwhile, reveal'd 
To true Believers, leſt, they be conceal'd 
From thoſe whom they concern ; or leſt, by them 
Quite flieghred, who,the Works of GOD,contemn; 
They, alſo their own welfare ſo negle& 
That, they be totally without effect. 
On txuſt,1 therefore take them : for, if we 
Confirmed by their Witneſs may not be, 
Whole Converſations are to us well known ; 
How,can we any Affirmations own 
For Truths, Hiſtorically writ,by thoſe 
Whoſe Converſation, no man living knowes ? 
For, my part I have with my carnal Eyes, 
And, otherwite, beheld ſuch Procigies 
In Words and Deeds, that, although none of that 
Were te, which I hear other menrelate, 
I (at the leaft MyReriouſly) diſcover 
All thcie old Miracles, new acted over, 
In my time,whichin Pharachs days were wrought, 
When Iſrael out of ſervitude was brought , 
And, many a ſuch like wonderful proceed, 
As we recorded in the Scriptures read. 
I've ſeen th' Inchanter's (yea,and Aarons) Rod, 
Turn'diinto Serpents ; Waters into blood, 
I have ſeen Froggs ſent,and remov'd again, 
And,yet,we as hard hearted till remain. 
I have obſerved, (at leaſt once or twice) 
Our D#ſt, to be transformed into Lice, 
Plagues, which reſembled Locufts, Flier,and H.u,, 


Yet not a jot upon our hearts, prevail, 
* \ * 


11s) 
The _ ev'nas a do our Beaſts, 
A Sin that's Epidemical,infeſts ; 
And,ſo with Blaizes and Byles we ſmitten be, 
That,in a moral ſenſe, meer Scabs we be. 
| /E 2)ptian Darkneſs 00, hath here,among 
Our other Plagwes, continu'd very long, 
| With likelihood to be as groſle, as there, 

Unleſs,the Sw» of Riphreouſneſs appear ; 
| Yea, { have ſeen our Firſt-born alſo (lain, 
Yet, ſtill, we in obduracy remain. 

I, therefore, wonder not,if provate Viſſons, 
Progee fgens and Dreadful Apparitions, 
(Diſcern'd but here & there)have noughr effeRed, 
Since, things more Signal, are ſo much neglected. 
Where, Moſes and the Prophets are not heard, 
One from the Dead, will find but ſmall regard, 

In vain are Dumb-ſhewes, where,a ſpeakyng ſign 
Can tono heedfulneſs, mens hearts incline, 
When CHRIST's own Words, will not with credit 
Invain,will be the ſpeakings of an Aﬀe : (paſs, 
Yet, ſpeak muſt, when GOD ſhall his tongue untie; 
And, whatſoere ſucceedeth, ſo will 7, 


— — — ———— 


A Riddle for Recreation, not impertinent t0 
this Place, 


I a Park, I lately came, 
Wherein are many herds of Game, 
Whereof the Keepers take no care, 


An1 yet,they in abundance are, 
dls P 2 They 


( 16) 

They are a Cattle of ftrange Breed 
Which,on no Browſe,nor Graſſe Us feel; 
Are Fond, before that they are ſought ; 
Aſw<ll in ſleep,as wak;ng caught : 

So ſilently, they hnated are 

That, neither Hoxnd not Hors we hear 
When chatc't : They,are the onely things, 
Left free for Beggars and for Kings 

To Hunt at will : and, all that we 

Aſſur'd of by onr Charters be, 

What Park is this > What Game ate theſe ? 
Tell me, and Hunt there,when you pleaſe. 


—_— Py 


A Proclamation made by thus Priſoner with the 
adviſe of his Prevy Counſel, the Mules. 


H Yee's, Oh Tee's, Oh Yet's : if any man 
In Coxntry, Comrt or City tell me can 
Where my laſt Poem call'd Vox YValg: lies, 
(Seiz'dlatrely in my Chamber by ſurprize) 
On penalty, of what elſe follow may, 
Let him produce it,e're my Tryal day ; 
(Which, yet, I am not certain, when, or where 
It will be, neither do I greatly care.) 
He, who to me, the ſame will timely bring, 
Shall be rewarded : So, GOD Save the Kor. 


Given, ths 17th.of the 8th, Month, x66 rx, 
At my Head Quarters jn Newgate, which 
1s,at preſent, all the places of abode nygon earth, 
which the Prince ; 

Cie hgve left me, 


this World and bis Prela- 
Geo, Wither, 


(117) 


— th. —_ tt... we____ wowed 
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A Concluding Epigram. 


WY V CT 
mo” 


(play's, 
VV: th theſe Cards; I, an After-game have 
Bur, there's oe Card, by thutfling,ſo muſ- 

That, now my fore- gwe”s loſt ; yet,if I may (laid, 
Juſt Dealing find, Fair Gameſters, and Far-play, 
What ever happens, I noqueRtion make 
Bur, I at laſt,may thereby tave my fake ; 
And, when the Sett is ended; win much more 
Then ere I got by Play, or Work, before, 

If any good Effects, hereby enſue, 
A Thanks to GOD, is for my Trowbles due : 
For,had he not made way to lend me hither, (ther, 
Theſe Fragments,had not thus been (crap'd roge« 
Thoſe Papers, which are hitherto (upprelt, 
Shall that occafion, which will manifeſt 
(Art lalt) amore effectual operation 
Then, if they might have had free Publication, 
If, alſo, God, me,here ſhall exercile 
With greater Tryals, better Fraits then theſe 
They will produce : Therefore, they ſhall tome 
Be welcome, when, or whatloere they be. 

Yer, for the ſakes of other men, .well pleas'd 
I (hould be,from my Trowbles to be eas'd ; 
Becauſe,uncil mine ſhall have ſome redreſle, 
Their ſuf rings, are not likely to be lefle, 
LORD, therefort, if thou plea/e, makg it a ſign, 
Their Troubles will ſoon end, by ending mune, 
T,thereof, ama lictle _ made, 
By ſothe ſoretokens, which I newly had, 


Three 


(x18) * 
Three /thely ſigns thereof, he daigned hath; 
For, my Beloved Confort, he from deirth, 
Was pleas'd to raiſe (ev'n whilt within this place 
I have remain'd,expoſed to diſprace 

Anid Poverty) he, for my Children too, 

Whilſt this was writing, hath provided ſo ” 7 
That, without Portzons, to their good content, 
They married are, Without d:;ſparagement ; 

All paryzes, Chrittian confidence profeſſing | 

Of their dependance on GOD's future bletſing. 
He, in the preſence,and amidſt my Foes, 

Hath ſpread my T able ; and,ſuch bounty ſhowes, 
That, theſe are nothing, but the Scraps and Crums 
Of that ſ«pply, which,dayly,from him comes, 


Appello DEUM,REGEM, POPULUM,PARLIA- 
MENTUM,. 


I do,appeal, to judge of my intent, 

To GOD, King, People,and the Parliament : 
For, one of theſe, I'm Ay Friend will bz, 
And, I hope well, of all the other three ; 
Burt,they know not my heart,ſo well as he. 
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A Poſi-ſcript to the Readers. 

Heſe Pieces, beins communicated to ſeveral 
Perſons in writing, were ſent back to me um- 
rinted ; by what Printer I know not. Two or three 
—_—_ Cantles, are thrown in among them ; Which, 
though you would have. diſliked, in reſpe&t 
of their Quantity, I ſhould have. made no 
ſhorter ; for,I could with more contentment have 
lengthned 


(129) 
lengthped them. So much was neceſlary to exer- 
tiſe my own ſpir::,and Rrengihen my Farth and Pa- 
tience,during the preſſwres which lie upanime. There 
fore, if they begin to ſeem tedious,give over the 
peruſal : For, they were intended to be communi- 
cated to thoſe onely,who were voluntarily defirons 
of them,to whom. I beſeech GOD to ſanftifie them 
in the reading, They were diſtill'd out of me, by 
that Fiery-tryal, Which will extend to many other 
before it be ended , and which will evidence that 
they are no counteifoit or Sophiſtical Extratlions, 
though they may ſeem trivial to lome, becauſe they 
relate chiefly to my ſelf; for, they will be found 
uſeful to many of them, who,are or ſhall be,exer- 
ciſed with like Paſſons and Aflictions, 

That, which tends to the Vindication of the 
Poem occafioning my Commitment hither, will 
concern others as well as my ſelf; So,may alſo that 
which expreſſeth my ſuddain diſtemper, at the firſt 
hearing of my Wives Sickneſs, lying at 52. Miles 
diſtance ina very diſconſolate Condition, as to all 
outward things : And they who are as truly ſenh- 
ble of a Conjugal and Paternal Aﬀettion as I am, 
will perhaps, think when they read what I have 
written, that it may be of uſe to ſome of them, 
when they confider well the truglings berween my 
Fleſh & Spirit during that Tryal; and,in regard its 
in probability, the ſtrongeſt Temptation whereb 
the world and the Devil ſhall have power to afflic 
me. But, whatſoever ſhall be thought of that, of 
the reſt of theſe Parcels, or of me, I ſent them to 
thoſe in writing, who deſired to have Copies of 
th?m , and to paſle further, as God ſhould give 
leave, 

To 


(220) | 
To write no more, 1 long fince didintend;y 
But, none but GOD knowes now when T ſhalt end, 
For, till, I find, when I think all is dene, 
As much to write, as when I firit begun. 


Tow true Friend,ard Brother i»the 
beſt Conſanguinity, wha thinks it 
no diſhonowr to ſubſcribe hinſelf, 


GEORGE WITHER, 
of Newgate, mibe City 
of Landon, Priſoner, 


The oth, of the 8th. 
Moneth, 1661, 
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An Appendix un Relation to what cancerns 
bis Wife. a4. 4, 


Y Conſort, (who full mrants what ere (be fayes ) 
ray what's here mentrened to her prasſe ; 

Proteſts, her modeſty is ſo offended, 

Tofnd her ſelf in ſuch a ftrain commended, 

Tha, (he's aſham'd to lvve ; and,tobe dead 

Had rather, then to ſee it publiſhed, 

Tobe aveng'd for this diſlikg, therefore 

Ie to the reſt, ad this one Vertue more, 

Which bad been elſe forget ; and if (he do 

T herewith find fault Ile then,ad twenty mor. 

For, I ferbore her Praiſes 34ll I fear'd 

Tha, them, (be-never ſhowld have ſeen,or beard, 

And,had expoſed them to Publication 

Before Iwas quite cured of my Paſſion, 

A Table 


(121) 
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A Table of the ſeyeral things contained in 
this Book, 


' 


I, _—_ Epiſtle of the Anthor, Pag. 3. 
2, &4 A Mifſive to bis Friends, who enquired for 
bim, afier the apprehenſion of hi Perſon and the 


Jeiznre of his Books and Papers. Pag.s. 

3- Hu firſt Meditation after his Commutment to 

Newgate. Pag.11. 

4. His Petition at the Seſſions, that Bail might be 

accepted, _ Pag. 17. 
5. An Epigram to the Cit of London. P.19, . 

6, Priſoners - ſecond Meditation in Newgate, 

Pag. 22, 

7. Anſwer to ſome Friends who ſqnt «0 kyow , br i 


fared with him after his Commutment. Pag.27. 
8, APaſs-by, to them who ſcemed offended with his 
frequent ſcriblings (as they call them) Pag.28. 
9. The Authors Apology, for his writing that Book, 
which occaſioned his Impriſonment. Pag.39, 
10, Antther Meditation, alluding to this Verſe in Se- 
neca, Nuſquam non poteſt eſſe y Seger loew. P.y5. 
ii. A Mediation upon Jeremies Propheſic to Ebed- 
melech, the Ethiopian. Pag.s9. 
12, An eAntidote againſt Fear. Pag.62, 
13. eA ſhort excuſe,vby he makes no Adreſſe to great 
Perſons for their Favour in his Cauſe, Pag.68, 
14, A Meduation his conſidering the ſad out- 
ward Condition of bus Relations in the fleſh. P,71, 
if. A Paſſionate expreſſion of 4 caſual and ſnddain 
2g deftemper 


122 
deſt emper upon beat , his Wives being mortally 
Sick, ar be was coolilly informed, — "Pag-70. | 
16. oA ſpiritual Song compoſed upon the laſt mgnti» 
oned diſtemper. Pag.95. 
17. A Meditation whilſt he was taking To 1 
Pag.v8, 
x18, A Hint, conduting to the Settlement of Peace 
" and Concord in the Church and State. Pag.101, 
I9. A Thaoksgiving for his Wives reftagration to hfe 


and health. Pag.10F, 
20, A Pemitential Hymn, | Pas.107, 
21, ARequiem to the Soul. Pag. 10, 
22, A Meditation pon the late Prodigies and Ap. 

paritions, Pag.122, 
23, eA Raale, Pag, 115, 
24. A Proclamation by the Muſes, Pag.n16, 
25. A Concluding Epigram, Pag.117, 


26, A Poſt-ſeript, Pag.118, 


_ (ta) 
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The Authors Dream, the night before the [mr 
printing of thit Book , and( as he believer) 
the true Interpretation thereof. 


Am anchs, GOD's bleſſed Name be praig'd, 

That, he to ſee the Light, my eyes hath rais dz : 
For, ſteep, I ſee,which we repute the beſt 
Of T emporal things ngazka 6 to mans Reſt, 
(Next to a quiet Conſcience) may become 
A Torment, very neat as troubletome, 
If he, that giveth his Beloved ſleep, 

Did not, within a Bound, nights terrours keep. 

My Sox, ſo toyl'd, and tired out, hath been 
With what, this mght, in Dreamings I have ſeen, 
That, peradventure, if I waking, had 
Been fo oppreſt, it might have made me mad : 
For,from the twelfth hour, to the fourth, well nigh, 
[ have been ſtrugling, in an Agome, 
With ſuch Confuſfions, that, if I would tell 
How, I have been eurmoyl! d, I, might aſwell 
Another World endeavour to Crewe 
Out of a Chaos, as the ſame relate : 

And, not a lictie troubled is my mind, 

Now I am waking,how, I forth may find 
What it preſgnifies - For, I believe 

Thoſe Notoxs, I did not in vain receive ; 
And, therefore, (fince no Daniel I doknow, 
W ho, euther can to m2 my Viſion thow, 


Q. 2 Or, 


(124) 
Or, what it means) Ile, by COD's Grace, afſay 
Tomake the beſt uſe of it, that I may ; 
Not doubting, but, that he will condeſcend 
To ſhe ſome glimpſe, of what, he doth intend, 
It hapned (which, __ not to remember) 
The day before the Kalend's of November, 
The ff year (and may be the laſt) wherein 
I had jnfranchiſed in Newgate been, 
For off ring to Record, what I have heard | 
By conmen Fame, and, was by me declar'd 
To no worſe end,then, that,prevent it might 
Such like Confwſiens,as me thought, this night 
To me were repreſented, And, who knowes 
But, that, this Dream, a Conſequent foreſhowes 
To that relating, which, fulfill'd will be 
Either, upon theſe Nations, or on me, 
Or both of us, if God, averts not from | 
The beſt of us,that,which is like to come ; 
And,as dreadful our waking Dreams may be 
As this was in my ſleep, laſt night to me. 
This very day, moreover,(as I hear) 
Thoſe Muſings, which by me compoſed were 
Since my Commitment hither, paſs the Preſſe.; 
And,our confuſions, will be more or leſs, 
As they ſhall take effet, GOD's #1ll be done, 
(What ere, he pleaſeth ſhall ſucceed thereon ) 
For, he, who wak'd me out of this ſad Dream, 
Will, when,at their worſt, raiſe me out of them ; 
Or, when the Reſwrreftion morning comes, 
. Save, me, at lea(t, from all deſlrutt;ve Doows, 
This, (though my Dream admits no explanation) 
] take to be a true Interpretation, 
But if, that any finds me out a better 
I will approve it, and remain his debter, 
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Errata, 


ERRATA. 


Ps 3: line 37. read Appeal, page 14. line 30- for which 


are » I: with awes Ie 34+ r. enttlain'd, p.16.l,13-r. 
Though ſo, p+23-1-3. r. be for he, p. 25.1-23 7. doſt for doth, p. 
32-1.18.r.nor (0.p.36. laſt l.r.contriv'4.p.39.1-26.r. firſt, thats 
p-42.1-14-r- grown wiſe and ſober, [.33.r. more provokes p» 43+ 
1.2.r.of Reaſonyp.44 1 5+ r+ of letting, 1. 11,r. conceſſionsl. 28. for 
1sz 7. ares p+$9-1-6.r. extra? good. p. 75,1.22.r, Revive, p79. 
[. 25. for races r, truce-p. $1-1-30.r. every for very-l- 26. blot 
out now, p+96-1-13.r.we for wee'l.p. 102, 1.9.for their r. them. 
p-108,1.23-blor out my, p.11e.1.2.r. his ruff. 


